COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA | COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2016

We are very proud of this CAFR and all of the County’s award‐winning financial reporting publications. Each publication
has been prepared with great care and expertise with a goal of meeting the highest level of financial reporting
preparation standards.

GFOA Financial Reporting Certificate of Achievement
The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) awarded a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting to the County’s CAFR for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2015.
This was the twenty‐fifth (25th) consecutive year that the County has
achieved this prestigious award. In order to be awarded a Certificate of
Achievement, the government had to publish an easily readable and
efficiently organized CAFR that satisfied both generally accepted
accounting principles (GAAP) and applicable legal requirements.
A Certificate of Achievement is valid for a period of one year only. We
believe our current CAFR continues to meet the Certificate of
Achievement Program’s requirements and we are submitting it to the
GFOA to determine its eligibility for another certificate.

GFOA Budget Presentation Award
The County received the GFOA’s Distinguished Budget Presentation
Award for its annual budget document for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2015, for the 18th consecutive year. In order to receive this award,
a governmental unit must publish a budget document that meets
program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a
financial plan, and as a communications device.

GFOA Popular Annual Financial Reporting Award
The County received the GFOA’s Award for Outstanding Achievement
in Popular Annual Financial Reporting for its Financial Highlights
publication for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2015. This award is a
prestigious national award that recognizes conformance with the
highest standards for preparation of state and local government
popular reports. In order to receive this award, a government must
publish a Popular Annual Financial Report, whose contents conform to
program standards of creativity, presentation, understandability, and reader appeal.
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