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COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
123 East Anapamu Street

Santa Barbara, California 93101
805/568-3000 FAX 805/568-3019

PHILLIP M. DEMERY
Director

REVISED NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DATE: October 8, 1999

TO: Responsible and Trustee Agencies,
County and Local Agencies, and
Interested Public and Groups

FROM: Mr. Mark Schleich, Interim Deputy Director |
County of Santa Barbara
Public Works Department
Solid Waste and Utilities Division
109 East Victoria Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

\
SUBIJECT: Revised Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report

(Original Notice of Preparation - Distributed April 1, 1998)
’ State Clearinghouse No. 98041003

PROJECT NAME: Tajiguas Landfill Expansion Project |

The Santa Barbara County Public Works Department is the Lead Agency responsible for
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed expansion of the Tajiguas
Landfill (Tajiguas) in Santa Barbara County. In accordance with Section 15082 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, a Notice of Preparation (NOP) was first
distributed on April 1, 1998 to provide information regarding the proposed "front canyon"
expansion of Tajiguas to provide an additional 25 years of municipal solid waste disposal
capacity for Santa Barbara County. The April 1998 NOP was distributed to responsible and
trustee agencies, County and local agencies, and interested groups and members of the public.

identified an alternative configuration for the proposed expansion of Tajiguas. The proposed
expansion configuration included in the April 1998 NOP was for the lateral and vertical
expansion of the existing landfill Jocated in the "front canyon" of Tajiguas. As an alternative to
the expansion of the existing landfill in the "front canyon", County staff identified a "back
canyon” configuration for the proposed expansion of Tajiguas.

The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors (Board) appointed a Community Advisory
Commiuee (CAC) to identify possible alternatives to the proposed expansion of Tajiguas. Afier
consideration of the CAC and public input, the Board directed County staff to modify the
proposed project to be addressed in the EIR to consist of a 15-year capacity expansion of
Tajiguas. The EIR will analyze both the "front canyon" and "back canyon” configurations.

\
|
Subsequent to the distribution of the April 1998 NOP, the County Public Works Department

@

Rochelle Camozzi, Business Manager Thomas D. Fayram, Deputy Director MarK A. Schicich, Deputy Director
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This Revised NOP is a request for comment on the scope of environmental issues that you or
your organization believes should be addressed in the EIR regarding the proposed 15-year
capacity expansion of Tajiguas (either the "Front Canyon" or the "Back Canyon" Expansion
Configuration). Attached is a “scoping paper” which describes the issues currently anticipated to
be addressed in the EIR. Various Santa Barbara County decision makers (i.e., Board of
Supervisors, Planning Commission), County agencies (i.c., Environmental Health Services

Division as the Local Enforcement Agency [LEA], Santa Barbara County Fire Department), and

responsible agencies (i.e., Regional Water Quality Control Board - Central Coast Region
[RWQCB], California Integrated Waste Management Board [CIWMBY], Santa Barbara County
Air Pollution Control District [APCDY), will need to use the EIR prepared by the County Public
Works Department when considering the issuance of permits or other actions related to the
proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas.

A description of the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas (both the "Front Canyon"
and "Back Canyon" Expansion Configurations), the project location, and an overview of the
potential environmental effects of the proposed landfill expansion are provided in the attached
materials (see Attachment A - Tajiguas Landfil] Expansion Project, Revised Notice of
Preparation Scoping Paper).

In accordance with the time limits established by CEQA, your response to this Revised NOP
must be received at the address underlined below at the earliest possible date, but not later
than Monday, November 8, 1999 (30 days after the issuance of this notice). Your response
should include your name, your agency’s or organization’s name, your address, and if applicable,
the name of the specific contact person in your agency or organization. Comments should be
mailed or hand delivered to: County of Santa Barbara, Public Works Department, Solid Waste
and Utilities Division. 109 E. Victoria Strect. Santa Barbara, California 93101, Attention:

Ms. Imelda Cragin.

In addition 1o this Revised NOP, the Santa Barbara County Public Works Department, Solid
Waste and Utilities Division will conduct two Public Forums and two Scoping Meetings.

The Public Forums will provide an informal opportunity for interested persons to discuss and ask
questions regarding the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas. County staff will also
discuss how the public can participate in the EIR process. At these meetings, there will be an
opportunity for questions and answers.

The Public Forums will be held on:

October 14, 1999 Betteravia Government Center Complex 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors Hearing Room
511 East Lakeside Parkway
Santa Maria, California

October 18, 1999 Goleta Valley Community Center 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
5679 Hollister Avenue

Goleta, California

Two Scoping Meetings will also be held to accept testimony regarding issues of concern that
should be evaluated in the EIR. These Scoping Meectings are different from the Public Forum.

A Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department Environmental Hearing Officer
will chair both Scoping Meetings and the meeting proceedings will be recorded. The EIR
process will be explained at these meetings.
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The purpose of the Scoping Meetings is to provide the public and other affected

: ' z government
agencies with a formal opportunity to comment on the environmental 1ssues that should be

analyzed in the EIR. The Scoping Meetings will focus on gathering public input on the
environmental document and on feasible ways in which project impacts may be mitigated to
reduce or eliminate the significance of the impact. The opportunity for questions and answers at
the Scoping Meetings will be limited due to the focus on the gathering of public comment.
Interested persons who have questions regarding the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of

Tajiguas or the EIR process are encouraged to attend the informal Public Forum noted in the
previous paragraphs.

The Scoping Meetings will be held on:

November 1, 1999  Santa Barbara County 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Planning Commission Hearing Room
123 E. Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, California

November 2, 1999  Pea Soup Andersen's Restaurant
376 Avenue of Flags
Buellton, California

7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Please contact Ms. Imelda Cragin at (805) 882-3613, if you have any comments or questions
regarding the proposed expansion of Tajiguas. Your intcrest and participation in the preparation
of the EIR for the Tajiguas Landfill Expansion Project is appreciated.

Respectfully,

D obkd S DD N

Mark A. Schleich
Interim Deputy Director - Solid Waste and Utilities Division

IAC/MS:gn

Attachment A: Tajiguas Landfill Expansion Project, Revised Notice of Preparation
Scoping Paper

c: Clerk of the Board (please post for 30 days)

RNOP100799.DOC
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ATTACHMENT A
TAJIGUAS LANDFILL EXPANSION PROJECT

REVISED NOTICE OF PREPARATION
SCOPING PAPER

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INTRODUCTION :

The County of Santa Barbara (County), Public Works Department, Solid Waste and Utilities
Division will be the L.ead Agency for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
that will evaluate the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of the Tajiguas Landfill (Tajiguas).
As discussed in the October 8, 1999 Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP), the EIR will analyze
two configurations for the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas referred to as the
"Front Canyon" and "Back Canyon" Expansion Configurations.

In accordance with Section 15082 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines, this Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP) Scoping Paper has been prepared to
provide an overview of the proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas and the potential
environmental effects of the proposed expansion. This supplemental information is provided to
assist responsible and trustee agencies, County and local agencies, interested groups and
members of the public in identifying environmental information that should be addressed in the
EIR, including significant environmental issues, reasonable alternatives, and mitigation
measures.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The proposed expansion of Tajiguas is intended to expand the solid waste disposal capacity of
this existing County owned and operated landfill to meet the waste disposal necds for Santa
Barbara County and its citics for 15 years. An expansion of the existing landfill is proposed to

accomplish this goal. The following two configurations for the expansion of, Tajiguas will be
analyzed in the EIR:

*  "Front Canyon Expansion Configuration": This configuration involves
the lateral and venical expansion of the existing landfill within and
primarily adjacent to the "front canyon" of Tajiguas. The "front canyon"
18 the location of the existing landfill.

The "Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration would creatc
approximately 7.5 million cubic yards (cy) of additional disposal
capacity, and would extend the service life of the landfill by
approximately 15 years.

*  ”Back Canyon Expansion Configuration": This configuration involves
expanding the existing Tandfill into the "back canyon" of Tajiguas. The
"back canyon" of Tajiguas is currently permitted for use as a borrow area
for the soil cover material for the cxisting landfill and has been subject
to extensive grading. It is also used for the storage and processing
(grinding) of green waste into mulch.

The "Back Canyon” Expansion Configuration would create
approximately 7.5 million cy of additional disposal capacity, and would
extend the service life of the landfill by approximately 15 years.
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The objectives of the expansion of Tajiguas are as follows:

»  Provide approximately 15 Years of additional reliable and cost-effective
municipal solid waste disposal services for the residents of Santa
Barbara County.

«  Meet the minimum 15-year county disposal capacity requirements of the
California Integrated Waste Management Act and the goals of the
County’s Integrated Waste Management Plan.

*  Provide a well-managed municipal solid waste disposal facility to
maximize the control necessary to assure the safe disposal of solid waste
generated in the County of Santa Barbara for the next 15 years.

PROJECT LOCATION AND SURROUNDING LAND USES

The proposed 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas would be located at Tajiguas, which is an
existing County-owned and operated municipal solid waste disposal facility. Tajiguas is located
in a coastal canyon known as Canada de la Pila, approximately 26 miles west of the City of Santa
Barbara. The landfill is approximately 1,600 feet north of U.S. Highway 101. The location of
Tajiguas is shown on the Regional Location Map (Figure 1) and on the Tajiguas Landfill Site
Vicinity Map (Figure 2).

U.S. Highway 101, the Union Pacific Railroad tracks, and the Pacific Ocean are located south of
the landfill as shown on Figure 2. Properties that are adjacent to the landfill site are used
primarily for agriculture or open space. The residential community of Arroyo Quemada is
located on the coast. approximately 2,000 feet southeast of the landfill.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Tajiguas was opened by the County in 1967 for the disposal of municipal solid waste. The
existing landfill is located on portions of two County-owned parcels, APN # 081-150-019 and
APN # 081-150-026 (sce Figure 2). The existing landfill is primarily located on a 130-acre,
County-owned parcel (APN # 081-150-019) referred to as the "front canyon" (see Figure 2).
Approximately 69 acres of this parcel have been used for the disposal of municipal solid waste.
North of the landfill. is a 282-acre County-owned parcel (APN # 081-150-026) referred to as the
"back canyon" (see Figure 2). Currently, approximately 9 acres of the existing landfill footprint
extends into the 282-acre County-owned "back canyon”. A portion of the remaining 273 acres of
the "back canyon" has been utilized for soil excavation operations to provide cover material for
the landfill and for the processing (grinding) of green waste and the storage of green waste
muich. :

Solid waste currently delivered to Tajiguas is generated by the City of Santa Barbara. the
unincorporated areas of southern Santa Barbara County, and the Cuyama Valley. Waste is
transported to the landfill from the Santa Barbara County Transfer Station, the New Cuyama
Transfer Station and the Ventucopa Transfer Station. Private waste collection companies and
limited numbers of private individuals also haul waste to Tajiguas.

In 1998, the landfill accepted an average of approximately 775 tons per day of solid waste for
disposal while operating six days a week. It 1s expected that when landfilling operations cease at
the County-operated Foxen Canyon Landfill, and transfer station operations begin at that facility

in 2002, approximately 104 tons per day of solid waste from the Santa Ynez Valley will also be
delivered to Tajiguas. :

RNOPATTACHAIN0899.DOC
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Based on the applicable regulations in effect at the time of the initial development of Tajiguas,
the majority of the area that has been used for waste disposal rests on marine shale/claystone and
is unlined. A composite liner system has been installed along a portion of the eastern canyon
wall that forms the eastern limit of the landfill.

A landfill gas collection system was installed at Tajiguas in 1998, as part of the ongoing landfill
operations. Landfill gas (primarily methane) that is collected is currently being destroyed
through the use of a flare; however, in the future, collected landfill gas could be used 1o generate
electricity. A Conditional Use Permit for a landfill gas collection system at this site was
approved by the County in 1995,

Under its current permits, it is anticipated that Tajiguas can operate under current methods (i.c.,
completion of the top deck fill) until early 2000. The County has implemented a Solid Waste
Facility Permit revision process, which, once the revised permit is approved, would allow the
regrading and recontouring of the outside slopes of the landfill for the placement of trash. This
process would provide Tajiguas with an estimated additional 5 years of life (until 2005) before
its permitted capacity is exhausted.

At this time, the County has not desi gnated or otherwise identified an altenative waste disposal
site to accept the solid waste generated in southern Santa Barbara County, the Cuyama Valley,
and/or the Santa Ynez Valley after Tajiguas reaches its currently permitted capacity. [An
analysis of alternatives will be included in the EIR.]

In order to implement the proposed landfill expansion project. the Santa Barbara County Public
Works Department will need 1o secure approvals by Santa Barbara County decision makers and
agencies and revise the landfill operating permits.

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project consists of two landfill expansion configurations at Tajiguas: The "Front
Canyon™ Expansion Configuration and the “ Back Canyon” Expansion Configuration. The
location of these landfill expansion configurations are presented in Figure 3 — “Front Canyon”
Expansion Configuration Site Vicinity Map and in Figure 4 - * Back Canyon™ Expansion
Configuration Site Vicinity Map. Both “Front Canyon™ and “Back Canyon” Expansion
Configurations will be analyzed at project level in this EIR.

"Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration

The "Front Canyon™ Expansion Configuration for the 15-year capacity expansion of Tajiguas
would consist of a lateral and vertical expansion of the existing landfill (see Figure 5 — “ Front
Canyon” Expansion Configuration Site Plan and Figure 6 - Cross Sections of the "Front
Canyon" Expansion Configuration). Waste disposal operations would continue to occur on a
portion of the 130-acre "front canyon” portion of the project site. This configuration involves the
lateral expansion of the landfill from the "front canyon" into the "back canyon (see Figure 5).

The waste footprint of the “Front Canyon”-Expansion Configuration is approximately 70 acres
in total area. Under this confi guration, approximately 17 acres on the existing landfill and an
additional 53 acres as a lateral expansion in both the “ front canyon” and “back canyon” would
be utilized for solid waste disposal. In addition, a portion of the remaining area in the "back
canyon” would continue to be utilized for the excavation and stockpiling of soil material to be
used for required landfill operations soil needs,

RNOPATTACHA100899.DOC
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* The vertical component of the "Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration involves an increase in
the final elevation of the existing landfill from its currently permitted elevation of 500 feet above
mean sea level (msl) to a maximum final elevation of 680 feet above msl (sce Figure 5). As
shown in Figure 5, the area of vertical expansion on the existing landfill for the “ Front Canyon”
Expansion Configuration is north of the approximate boundary of the Coastal Zone. Within the
Coastal Zone, the maximum elevation of the landfill will remain at 400 feet above msl as
currently permitted.

The "Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration would provide approximately 7.5 million cy of-
additional air space that could be utilized for the disposal of approximately 4.5 million tons of
additional solid waste. This additional estimated waste tonnage will vary with soil usage and
density of waste. The "Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration would provide approximately
15 years of additional solid waste disposal capacity at Tajiguas.

The major components of the "Front Canyon" Expansion Configuration are summarized as
follows:

*  Lateral and Vertical Expansion of the Northern Landfill Face: Under the
“Front Canyon™ Expansion Configuration, a lateral and Vertical expansion
in both the “ front canyon” and “back canyon” of an area approximately
53 acres would be utilized for solid waste disposal (see Figure 5). The
ridge located north of the northeast portion of the existing landfill would
be graded to a2 maximum slope of approximately 2 to 1 (horizontal to
vertical) with benches. A composite sideslope liner system meeting
federal and state standards would be installed on the slope of the ridge

. north of the landfill before any additional waste could be placed in that
area,

*  Venical Expansion of the Existing Landfill: This component of the
“Front Canyon™ Expansion Con{iguration would increase the maximum
elevation limits of the landfill outside the Coastal Zone to 680 feet above
msl (see Figure 5). Before waste can be placed on the eastern portion of
Canada de la Pila canyon above 500 feet, a composite sideslope liner
system would need to be installed. Prior to liner installation, portions of
the eastern slope that forms the eastern edge of the landfill would be
graded to a maximum slope of 2 to 1 (horizontal to vertical) with
benches on the Tajiguas property to facilitate sideslope liner placement
(see Figure 6). The grading will also include an area of approximately
three acres on the adjacent County-owned Baron Ranch property. The
graded area on the Baron Ranch wil] have a maximum slope of 1.5t0 1
(horizontal to vertical). No waste is proposed to be placed on the Baron
Ranch property (see Figure 6). The final configuration of the landfill
surface at its final grade will include an appropriate slope to promote
positive drainage, which will stay within the Pila Creek watershed.

As discussed, the vertical expansion of the existing landfill as part of the
proposed “Front Canyon” Expansion Configuration does not include a
vertical expansion of that portion of the existing landfill that is within
the designated Coastal Zone (see Figure 5). Within the Coastal Zone,

the maximum elevation of the landfill will remain at 400 feet above ms)
as currently permitted.
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