2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The proposed project is being evaluated as a means of providing a 15-year capacity expansion of
the Tajiguas Landfill to meet the interim waste disposal needs of southern Santa Barbara County
and the Santa Ynez and Cuyama Valleys until a new in-County regional landfill (a separate
project) can be developed. The expectation is that, once the new landfill is developed and
operational, the closure of the Tajiguas Landfill would occur.

Under the proposed project, the permitted daily tonnage for Tajiguas would remain at its current
level of 1,500 tons per day (tpd) of municipal solid waste and green waste. The existing landfill
would be expanded both vertically and horizontally, to provide an additional 8.2-million cubic
yards (cy) of airspace, or 4.9-million tons, of waste disposal capacity. This expansion would
increase total disposal capacity from 15.1-million to 22.6-million cy (approximately 9.1-million
to 13.6-million tons) of waste. The final tonnage would depend on a variety of factors, including
the amount of cover material used and the effectiveness of waste compaction. Of the 8.2-million
cy, approximately 720,000 cy of capacity would be required to accommodate relocation of waste
from the southeast portion of the existing landfill, as described in Section 2.5 (see Table 2-1).

The Tajiguas Landfill would continue to accept waste generated by the City of Santa Barbara,
unincorporated areas of southern Santa Barbara County, and the Cuyama Valley. It is anticipated
that, in the next 2 years, landfilling operations will cease and transfer operations will begin at the
County-operated Foxen Canyon Landfill. At that time, approximately 109 tpd of municipal solid
waste from the Santa Ynez Valley that had been disposed of at the Foxen Canyon Landfill would
be delivered to Tajiguas, in addition to current waste being disposed of at Tajiguas. At the same
time, the amount of green waste received at the site is projected to increase from the current

29 tpd to an estimated 129 tpd.

TABLE 2-1
TAJIGUAS LANDFILL
AIR SPACE REQUIREMENTS
NUMBER OF CUBIC YARDS
PROJECT ELEMENT

Front Canyon Back Canyon

15-Year Expansion (based on assumptions) 7,500,000 7,500,000

Southeast Corner Modification (based on assumptions) 720,000 720,000

Total 8,220,000 8,220,000
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Tajiguas is located in a coastal canyon of the Santa Ynez Mountains, Cafiada de la Pila,
approximately 26 miles west of the City of Santa Barbara (see Figure 1-1). Cafiada de laPilaisa
seasonal drainage on the south slope of the east/west trending Santa Ynez Mountains along the
Gaviota coast. The existing landfill is located on County-owned land about 1/2-mile inland from
the Pacific Ocean. The landfill is within a 412-acre area owned by the County, comprised of a
130-acre southerly parcel (Assessor's Parcel Number [APN] 081-150-019), and a 282-acre
northerly parcel (APN 081-150-026). An 85-acre parcel to the south and west (APN 081-150-21)
was recently created through a property exchange to consolidate landfill operations on the western
parcel abutting the site (see Figure 2-1). The total project site area is 497 acres. As shown in
Figure 2-1, portions of the south and west parcels extend into the Coastal Zone. The existing
waste disposal footprint comprises approximately 78 acres within the northerly and southerly
parcels. Another 94 acres are disturbed to provide for needs of ongoing operations, including
portions of the northerly parcel, which are utilized for soil excavation to provide cover material for

waste disposal operations.

Parcels to the south of the landfill are privately owned. However, the County has leases with the
land owners to conduct certain landfill-related activities (i.e., access, litter collection) on the

properties.

The proposed project would require the issuance of new permits or modification/revision of the
following existing permits:

¢ Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) No. 93-69.

*  Solid Waste Facility Permit No. 42-AA-0015.

*  Final Combined Modified ATC/PTO 9788, for the Tajiguas Landfill Gas
to Energy Project.

The existing site plan is shown in Figure 2-1. The proposed project would modify the
characteristics shown by expanding the landfill both vertically and horizontally. The proposed
project consists of two potential landfill expansion configurations, the Front Canyon
configuration and the Back Canyon configuration, one of which may be chosen as the project by
the County Board of Supervisors. Both configurations occur on a portion of the existing landfill
and to the north of the existing landfill, within portions in the areas of the project site known as
the front canyon and back canyon. Both configurations are planned to be developed in phases.
Use of the additional vertical airspace above the existing waste footprint would occur before
expanding into new areas for waste disposal, to the extent practical. As the landfill footprint
expands, each phase would be developed incrementally, beginning with areas adjacent to the

existing waste footprint. The two potential configurations are described in more detail in
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