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Sec. 34A-1. Declaration of Purpose, Findings and I ntent.

It is the purpose of this chapter to establish mum standards for the construction, modification,
inactivation and destruction of water wells witlire unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County
in such a manner that the groundwater of the cowiltynot be contaminated or polluted. In
adopting these standards, it is the intent of thar® of Supervisors to ensure that water obtained
from these wells will be suitable for beneficiaessand will not jeopardize the health, safety and
general welfare of the people of the county.

Sec. 34A-2. Definitions.

(a) Unless the context requires otherwise, thend&fns set forth in this section shall govern
the construction of this chapter.

(b) Words not otherwise defined in the ordinancaifeed in this chapter shall have the
meaning ascribed to them in Chapter Il of the @atifla Department of Water Resources
Bulletin No. 74-81 Water Well Sandards and California Department of Water Resources
Bulletin 74-90 Supplement to 74-81, and as each may be amended by their successors.

(1) “Abandoned Well” means a well that has not besed for a period of one year and
the property owner has not demonstrated his irdert use the well by filing an
inactivation permit, per Section 34A-11 of this ptex.

(2) “Administrative Authority” shall mean Santaf®ara County Environmental Health
Services with the following exception:

Wells constructed for the purpose of monitoringbating point source
contaminants in underground waters that are agsdordth a hazardous materials
release shall be subject to the administrativeaiiyhof the Santa Barbara County
Fire Department or its designated successor fareament of statutes, ordinances
or regulations related to hazardous materials,rdaza wastes or hazardous
substances as set forth on the Santa Barbara CGoaty, Chapter 15, Article VII,
Fire Department Administration of Hazardous Materials/Waste Laws, as amended
from time to time.

(3) “Applicant” shall mean:

(A) The legal owner(s) or person(s) who has a legsdgssory interest, whether by
lease easement or other legal claim, of the prpmertwvhich the well is to be
constructed, modified or repaired, inactivated esttbyed; or

(B) The owner's agent authorized in writing to act ehdlf of or represent the owner
in water well permit activities; or

(C)A licensed well drilling contractor who shall penfio the work at the request of the
property owner or owner’s agent.

(4) “Contamination” and “Pollution” shall have theeanings ascribed to them by
California Water Code, Section 13050.
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(5) “County” shall mean the County of Santa Barbarting through its Board of
Supervisors or Environmental Health Services agltiyg authorized Administrative
Authority.

(6) “Destruction” shall mean the complete fillingthe well in accordance with the
procedures outlined in California Department of @/d&esourceBulletin 74-81
Water Well Standards and/orBulletin 74-90 and as each may be amended by their
successors.

(7) “Emergency” shall mean a circumstance whicéitiser:

(A) An imminent threat of or is actually contamimaf or polluting the groundwater of
Santa Barbara County; or

(B) Jeopardizes the health or safety of the peoptke county; or
(C) Will cause a substantial or immediate lossropprty, crops or livestock.

(8) “Inactive well” shall mean a well not routinebperated but capable of being made
operable with minimum effort and for which an inaation permit issued by the
Administrative Authority has been obtained.

(9) “Madification” shall only mean the deepeningaotvell, re-perforation, sealing or
replacement of a well casing.

(20) “Monitoring Well” shall have the meaning adided by Section 13712 of the
California Water Code or its successor.

(11) “Nuisance” shall mean any condition, as deteeah by the Administrative Authority,
which creates the potential for unsanitary or uasainditions resulting from water
well drilling or operation activities. A nuisansball also mean a well or component
thereof which contaminates or pollutes, or potdigtiaay contaminate or pollute, the
groundwater or that jeopardizes or threatens théhand safety of the public.

(12) “Person” shall mean any individual, firm, peatship, general corporation,
association or governmental entity. A governmeerdity, as used herein, shall not
include any local agency exempt from the applicatbthe ordinance codified in
this chapter pursuant to state law.

(13) “Water well” shall mean any artificial excamat constructed by any method for the
purpose of extracting water from, or injecting wateo the ground. It shall include
Geothermal Heat Exchange Wells and Cathodic ProtetYells, as defined in
California Water Code, Section 13711. This defamtshall not include:

(A) Oil and gas wells, or geothermal resource watisstructed under the
jurisdiction of the California State DepartmentGdnservation, except those wells
converted to use as water wells; or

(B) Wells used for:



(1) Dewatering excavation during construction,
(2) Stabilizing hillsides or earth embankments,
(3) Geologic borings

(C) Springs,

(D) Disposal and Injection wells constructed orwented under the jurisdiction of
the California Regional Water Quality Control Boandthe Environmental
Protection Agency underground injection controlgveom.

Sec. 34A-3. Acts Prohibited, Per mit Required.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to constyueodify, destroy or inactivate any well,
including test holes, unless such person has aatarnvalid permit issued by the
Administrative Authority for the specific work teelperformed or in the case of an
emergency, fully complied with the provisions aftiChapter relating to emergencies.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to construcodify, destroy or inactivate any well
unless such construction, modification, destructibmactivation is in accordance with
the standards set forth in this chapter.

Sec. 34A-4. Per mit Procedurefor Construction, M odification, Destruction and I nactivation of
Wiells.

(a) An application for a permit as required by tttigpter shall be made in writing on such
forms as may be prescribed by the Administrativéharity. The application shall be
signed by the applicant and accompanied by theoppipte fee as established by
resolution of the Santa Barbara County Board ofeBuipors. No part of said fee shall be
refundable except as provided in such fee resalutio

(b) An application for a permit shall include tledlowing:

(1) Name and mailing address of the applicant andethal lowner of the property,

(2) California licensed well drilling contractor’s napeedress and contractor’s license
number and a statement that the contractor dritlvegwell is licensed under the
provisions of Chapter 9 of Division 3 of the Busaend Professions Code as a well
drilling contractor and such license is in fullderand effect;

or

a statement that the applicant is exempt from tbeigions of Chapter 9 of Division
3 of the Business and Professions Code and the tmghe exemption.

(3) Estimated or proposed depth of the well, casingenadt sealing material, sealing
method, use of the well, and drilling method taulsed,
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(4) Location of the property and well site includingestt address and Assessor's Parcel
Number,
(5) A plot plan indicating the location of the well Wwitespect to the following items:

A. Property lines,

B. Sewage disposal systems or works carrying or cointasewage or industrial
wastes within a two hundred foot radius of the psmal well,

All perennial, seasonal, natural, or artificial erabodies or watercourses,
including the location of the one hundred year dliglain, if applicable,

Drainage pattern of the property,

Existing wells on the property.

Access roads and easements (water, sewer, utildgway),

Existing and/or proposed structures,

Animal or fowl enclosures, pens, paddocks, stodkyavithin a one hundred foot
radius of proposed well site,

Overhead power lines,

. Other sources of contamination such as landfilts lsazardous water sites.

IeTMmMo O

[

Sec. 34A-5. Fees.

(@)

(b)

(€)

Each application for a well construction,dification, destruction or inactivation
permit shall be accompanied by the established ipégm

A supplemental hourly fee shall be chargethé applicant for any inspection service by
the Administrative Authority as follows:

(1) Staff time in excess of two hours on-site fatne&ssing annular seals
(2) Witnessing seals after regular business houos aveekends or recognized holidays
(3) The abatement of nuisances or hazards restiitbngthe well drilling operation

(4) Staff time in excess of the hourly time linag established in the fee resolution for
permit processing and related inspections

The Board of Supervisors may, by resoluidopt such fees as allowed under Section
101352 of the California Health and Safety Code miag prescribe such terms and
conditions as may be necessary to enable the Colistgnta Barbara to recover the
reasonable and necessary costs incurred by thetiouedministering this ordinance.

Sec. 34A-6. Permit Approval.

(@)

If the Administrative Authority finds the jlgcation for a permit requested pursuant to
this chapter to contain all the required informatand the proposed work is in
compliance with all applicable standards as spatifn this chapter, the Administrative
Authority shall issue a well permit.



(b) If an application is found to be incompletee Administrative Authority shall notify the
applicant in writing, advising the applicant of thgecific information or documentation
that is required to complete the application.

(c) Should the applicant wish to make any charnigehe approved permit, the change shall
be approved by the Administrative Authority in Wrg prior to commencing work.

(d) A permitissued for construction of a wagblplies to the construction of one (1)
completed well. Prior approval from the Adminisérduthority is required if the well is
to be moved to a location other than that desighatethe approved permit. Any
preliminary tests holes that are not developeddotopleted wells are to be properly
filled with compacted backfill material prior tologating the drill site.

(e) The permit approval received from the Admsiirative Authority is separate from any
other permit or clearance that may be requiredrwmgreer governmental agency or
entity.

()  Prior to the issuance of a new well constiian or modification permit, any abandoned
wells on the property shall be declared inactivdestroyed in accordance with
acceptable standards provided in the ordinance.

Sec. 34A-7. Permit Denial, Suspension and Revocation.

(a) Permits may be denied if the specific worlpegposed would violate the terms,
conditions or standards of this chapter.

(b) The Administrative Authority may suspend orake any permit issued pursuant to this
chapter as follows:

(1) Whenever it determines that the applicantalgisnts, employees or the licensed well
drilling contractor performing the work have misregented any material facts in the
permit application or have violated any provisidritos chapter or any terms and
conditions of the permit;

(2) Whenever it determines that a condition resglfrom any work performed under
such a permit constitutes a nuisance as definezrher

(3) If the responsible party, employees or thdidglcontractor continues to work on a
project past the state at which an inspection eas Iprescribed pursuant to this
chapter unless that inspection has been completedived by the Administrative
Authority

(c) Except in emergency situations, before the Austiative Authority suspends or revokes a
well permit, an opportunity for permit holder toosh cause why the permit should not be
suspended or revoked shall be provided. The Aditnative Authority shall make a
reasonable attempt to notify the applicant, theerty owner if different from the
applicant, or the licensed well driller performiwgrk under the permit.



(d) No person whose permit has been suspendedakae shall continue to perform any
work until receiving written permission from the dhistrative Authority. The permit
shall not be reinstated until the violation hasrbakated.

(e) Upon suspending or revoking any permit, the Aufstrative Authority shall order the
applicant to perform any work reasonably necestapyotect the groundwater and/or
public health and abate the emergency conditioo.p&tson who has been issued a permit
pursuant to this chapter shall fail to comply wstich order.

Sec. 34A-8 Permit Transferral and Expiration.
(a) A permit issued under the provisions of thiamter is non-transferable.

(b) Every permit issued pursuant to this chapteil £xpire upon completion of the work
authorized thereby. In any event such permit shalire one year from date of issuance,
unless a written request by the applicant for @eresion is approved by the
Administrative Authority in which case a single oresar time extension may be granted.
Once a permit has expired no further work shalpédormed unless and until the
applicant has received a permit extension or apewmit.

(c) Applications that are not approved by the Awistrative Authority due to submission of
insufficient information shall expire one year aftetification to the applicant of such
deficiency.

Sec. 34A-9. Appeal.

(&) Any person whose application for a permit ibasn denied, suspended, or revoked may
appeal to the Director of Environmental Health &% in writing within ten business
days after receiving written notification of sudttian. Said appeal shall specify the
reasons thereof. The Director of Environmentalltheshall set the appeal for the hearing

at the earliest practicable time, and shall nahfy appellant in writing, of the established
time and place at least ten days prior to the oftiee hearing.

(b) After such appeal hearings, the Director ofiEommental Health Services may affirm,
modify or reverse, wholly or in part, the orderd@termination being appealed.

Sec. 34A-10. Emergency.

In the event of an emergency, a person may consmaalify or destroy a well without the
permit required by this chapter; providing that:

(a) Such work is performed in conformance withgtendards set forth herein,

(b) The Administrative Authority is notified in winng of such emergency work by the
following business day,

and



(c) An application for the required permit is madéhin three (3) business days after
initiation of such emergency work.

Sec. 34A-11. Standardsfor Inactive Wells.

(&) Any existing well that has not been used fpeaod of one (1) year shall be properly
destroyed, unless the owner notifies the AdmintisteaAuthority by the permit
application process in this chapter that the vgetiut of service and declaring the intention
to use the well again. As evidence of this inamfor future use, the owner shall properly
maintain the well as follows:

1) Well has no defects which may impair water gyalr the water-bearing formations
penetrated,

2) If the pump has been removed, the well shaflttel with a watertight seal to prevent
the entrance of debris or contamination,

3) Well is marked so that is can be clearly seen,
4) Area surrounding the well is maintained clefdorosh or debris.

(b) If the well remains inactive for a period ofd years after initial submission of an
inactivation permit application, a re-declaratidnraent to maintain the well shall be
made in writing to the Administrative Authority blye property owner and the
inactivation permit shall be extended for an addiil five years. After a total of ten years
of inactivation, the well shall be destroyed ungermit and inspection by the
Administrative Authority or a new application arekffor inactivation shall be submitted
to the Administrative Authority.

(c) Additional evidence to demonstrate that thd isecapable of being made operational and
that the well does not result in impairment of grdwvater quality may be required by the
Administrative Authority.

Sec. 34A-12 Standards for Wdlls.

(a) Standards for construction, repair or modifa® destruction or inactivation of wells as
set forth in Chapter Il of the California DepartrhehWater Resources Bulletin No. 74-
81, Water Well Standards, and California Water ¥/8llandards Bulletin 74-90, and as
each may be amended by their successors., areylretepted as part of this chapter,
with the following additional clarification and regmements for well construction:

(1) The annular space, between the casing andwuding soil formation, shall be a
minimum of 3 inches greater than the casing antl Bbaealed to a minimum depth
of fifty (50) feet below ground surface.

(2) The sealing material shall be pumped intoatihieular space using a tremie pipe.

(3) The minimum set up time allowed for annular seaterials shall be in accordance
with Bulletins 74-81 and 74-90 and as each maynhenaled by their successors.
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When additives to shorten setting time are proposéx used with the sealing
material, setup time may be reduced per the addmianufacturer’s specification. No
additional construction or well development activitay resume until the sealing
material has sufficient time for proper set up.

(4) Every well shall be equipped with an adequaseted opening by which disinfecting
agents may be conveniently introduced directly theowell casing. This opening shall
be protected against entrance of contaminants &yia watertight cap or plug.

(5) Before being placed in service, every new, éaef, repaired or reconstructed
individual domestic or community water supply waill be thoroughly disinfected
utilizing the procedures set forth in Appendix Ctled California Department of Water
Resources Bulletins 74-81 and 74-90 and as eactbmaynended by their successors.

(6) Upon completion of the drilling process, theliead shall be sealed in accordance
with Bulletin 74-81and 74-90 and as each may beratad by their successors, .so as
to prevent entry of contaminants into the casing.

(7) Drilling waste shall be controlled and may betdischarged so as to create conditions
which violate Water Quality Control Board Regulato other state laws, federal
regulations or local ordinances.

(8) Mud pits created to confine drilling mud shadl maintained during the well drilling
operation so as not to be a safety hazard. It bleathe well drilling contractor’'s
responsibility to properly earth fill the mud pitigpon completion of the job.

(9) The location and design of all wells, incluglimorizontal or lateral wells, shall be
approved by the Administrative Authority on a céiseease basis prior to construction
or modification of such wells.

(10) A concrete base or pad shall be constructgdoaind surface around the top of the
well casing and contact the annular seal as pefo@ah Well Standards Bulletin 74-
81 and 74-90 and as each may be amended by tleegssors., except for Cathodic
Protection wells and Monitoring wells which willlfow California Well Standards
Bulletin 74-90 or its successors.

(A) The soil under the pad must be thoroughly cortgxhand the pad shall have a
minimum thickness of four inches above grade, ektero (2) feet laterally in all
directions and slope away from the exterior ofdasing.

(B) A minimum of 48 hours setting time shall beuggd on Bentonite well seals
before a concrete base or pad is installed arcdumavell casing

(C) The well pad for turbine pump installationgkive constructed to allow for
additional weight and soil bearing capacity as@alifornia Well Standards Bulletins
74-8land 74-90 and as each may be amended bystloeessors.

(D) The well casing shall extend a minimum of 18hes above the finished grade.
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Sec. 34A-13 Destruction of Wdlls.

(@)

(b)

Abandoned wells shall be properly destrayeder permit and inspection from the
Administrative Authority as provided in this chaptEailure to destroy an abandoned
well will constitute a nuisance, as defined, arel Aldministrative Authority will take
appropriate measures to mitigate the nuisance.

Destruction of wells shall consist of themplete filling of the well in accordance with
the procedures described in the Water Well Starsdautietins 74-81and 74-90 and as
each may be amended by their successors.

Sec. 34A-14. Construction Inspections.

(@)

(b)

(©)

An applicant or his/her designated agenil siéain a confirmed inspection appointment
with the Administrative Authority at least fortygtit (48) hours prior to the estimated
time for the required inspections as listed below.

(1) Annular seal installation on a well
(2) Final inspection of a completed well instalbati
(3) Destruction of wells

At the discretion of the Administrative Auwtiity, the required notification for a
scheduled inspection may be reduced.

Inspections shall be scheduled during stethtusiness hours. The Administrative
Authority may, at its discretion, waive an inspenti Such a decision by the
Administrative Authority shall not be deemed a vesiof any future inspections. In the
event that an inspection is waived, the applicamig’her designated agent shall supply
any and all documentation requested by the Admatise Authority to demonstrate
compliance with the standards contained in thiptdra

(d) With prior approval, an inspection by the Adrstrative Authority may be waived when

(€)

the placement of the annular seal is completedruhdesupervision of a Registered
Professional Geologist or a Registered Professionall Engineer. When supervising
the placement of an annular seal, a Registere@$3ioinal Geologist or Registered
Professional Civil Engineer shall provide a writsgatement with wet signature stamp to
the Administrative Authority within 30 days of cofepon of the work, certifying that
they personally witnessed the placement of thea®hdetailing the seal depth,
thickness, seal material and method of placement.

Within five (5) days after the work on a wietls been completed, the Administrative
Authority shall be notified by the person perforgnihie work so the final inspection
maybe conducted. The well concrete pad, disiided¢tibe and either water tight gasket
seal or a well cap shall be in place for this icsjo@. The Administrative Authority may
waive the onsite inspection of a conductor casayitverified in writing by the
Registered Professional Civil Engineer, Registé&aadessional Geologist or C57 Water
Well Drilling contractor.
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Sec. 34A-15. Final Approval.

(@)

(b)

()

Final approval of the well shall be basadsatisfactory completion of the following:

(1) Any person who has drilled, dug, excavated or darevell subject to this chapter
shall, within thirty days (30) after completiontbke work, furnish the Administrative
Authority with a copy of the State Driller's Repofihe well driller shall notify the
county if submission of the report is to be delayed

(2) Payment for all costs of related county sesishall be submitted to the
Administrative Authority prior to final approval oie well.

No well shall be placed into use until fiapproval is granted by the Administrative
Authority

Any newly constructed well that has notrbeempleted or given final approval of the
construction within ninety (90) days of the cessawf drilling shall be declared out of
service by the Administrative Authority, and sHadl immediately inactivated or
properly destroyed by the property owner.

Sec. 34A-16. Nuisance.

(@) Upon a finding by the Administrative Authgrihat an inactive, abandoned or in-

operational well or well drilling activity constites a nuisance, as defined herein, the
county shall take the necessary action to abate suisance. The owner of the property
where the well is located and/or the person causiagiuisance thereon shall be jointly
liable for the reasonable costs incurred by ohatrequest of the Administrative
Authority for abatement of the nuisance.

Sec. 34A-17. Powersand Duties of the Administrative Authority

(&) The Administrative Authority may adopt pidis and procedures to implement and

(b)

(€)

administer this chapter

Within the unincorporated area of Santa BealCounty, the Administrative Authority is
authorized and directed to enforce the provisiothsf chapter. It is authorized to
consult with qualified experts in any matter comaeg well construction and ground
water protection to the extent it deems it reashynadcessary to assist in carrying out its
duties under this chapter. The Administrative Auity may request and shall receive
the assistance and cooperation of other officiitk® County of Santa Barbara, so far as
may be necessary in the discharge of its duties.

The Administrative Authority may approve vegts for variances from the provisions of
this chapter if it is determined that complete cbamze with the prescribed standards is
not possible or practical due to site charactesstind that the variance will not
endanger groundwater quality or jeopardize pulsialtin andsafety

Sec. 34A-18. Right to I nspect
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(&) The Administrative Authority shall have thght to enter any property at any reasonable
time to make inspections and examination for thp@ses of administration and
enforcement of this chapter, subject to the provisif the Code of Civil Procedure
Sections 1822.50 - 1822.60.

Sec. 34A-19. Severability.

(@) If any section, subsection clause or pionisf this chapter is held invalid, the
remainder of this chapter shall not be affectegdumh invalidity.

Sec. 34A-20. Remedies.

(& Any person who violates any provision a$tthapter is guilty of a misdemeanor. Each
offense shall be punishable as provided in Chdptdthe Santa Barbara County Code

(b)  Any violation of the provisions of this ghtar by any person is also subject to
Administrative Fines as provided in Chapter 24Ahi$ code.
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