
 

 
 

News Release 
 

Orcutt Remains Identified 
 
Orcutt—The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Coroner Bureau has identified the human 
remains found in the Orcutt Hill area south of Stubblefield Road. 
 
The remains were found November 28, 2008 by people walking in the remote area. 
Following a thorough investigation Detectives had determined that the victim used a 
handgun to commit suicide several years earlier. 
 
Detectives suspected the remains where that of Ronald Dean Cox (DOB 5/23/56) who 
was reported missing May 2, 2003. At that time, per SBSO protocol for people missing 
for more than thirty days, Detectives collected a toothbrush used by Mr. Cox in case a 
DNA sample might be needed at a future date. 
 
That toothbrush proved instrumental in the DNA testing through the Department of 
Justice which positively identified the remains as that of Mr. Cox. 
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