OTHER REGULATED WASTE SUBGROUP

21 NOVEMBER 2002 MEETING SUMMARY 

Attendees: 

Leslie Meyer, Community Environmental Council

Joe Betancourt, City of Santa Maria, Public Works Department, Solid Waste and Fleet              Services Division

Dana Green, County of Santa Barbara, Public Works Department, Solid Waste and Utilities Division

Alan Nakashima, County of Santa Barbara, Public Works Department, Solid Waste and Utilities Division

Increased Collection and Handling Capacity

A)
Household Hazardous Waste

The Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center on the campus of the University of California at Santa Barbara (UCSB) is being used to its maximum extent.  According to Dana Green, to address this situation and to satisfy the reluctance of residents of the City of Santa Barbara in having to drive to Goleta to use this Center, the City of Santa Barbara submitted an application to the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) to site an ABOP (anti-freeze, batteries, oil, and paint (latex only)) facility in Santa Barbara.  The City submitted a regional application with the County of Santa Barbara as a co-applicant and received just under $300,000.  Based on a meeting in September between representatives from the City and County of Santa Barbara, the City is looking at a property co-owned by the City and MarBorg Industries, as a possible site for the ABOP facility.  The property comprises six parcels of land.  The ABOP facility would be open one day during the week and on weekends.  Dana indicated that she would be contacting the City to determine the status of its efforts to find a site.

Leslie Meyer added that given the current high volume of use of the Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center, no advertising is conducted.  Lines are fairly consistent on the weekends.  The volume of traffic is slower from November through February, while the lines become longer beginning in the spring as people conduct spring cleanups.  As UCSB grows, it will generate more household hazardous waste.  As a result, UCSB has been pressing the City and County to establish an ABOP facility as soon as possible.  To relieve some of the high volume use of the Center, Dana stated that the County may have to consider holding more one-day collection events with MSE in addition to the annual events it conducts at New Cuyama and in Santa Ynez.  Dana is currently working on having a HHW collection event in January for two hours (9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.) at the New Cuyama Transfer Station and another two hours (2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) at the Ventucopa Transfer Station.  Further, businesses would be allowed to dispose of hazardous waste from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at the New Cuyama Transfer Station and during another hour at the Ventucopa Transfer Station.

Joe Betancourt of the City of Santa Maria stated that the City has seen an increase in the number of customers using its household hazardous waste (HHW) facility.  The facility now serves an average of 40 customers per day versus the previous average of 25 customers per day.  The City’s HHW facility is open on the first Saturday and third Tuesday of each month, barring rainfall.  HHW is accepted from City residents as well as from residents of Nipomo, Orcutt, and Solvang.  Commercial customers are referred to MSE.  Joe and another City staff person handle the collections.  Currently, there are no plans to expand the days and hours of availability.  The volume of traffic remains fairly consistent throughout the year.    

B)
Electronic Waste

The City of Santa Maria has an average of 12 to 18 pallets of electronic equipment containing cathode ray tubes (CRTs) e.g. computer monitors and televisions picked up by MSE each month.  MSE charges $20 per unit.  The City will explore sending its CRT electronic waste to the Atwater Federal Penitentiary to determine if it is more cost effective.  Non-CRT electronic equipment continues to be disposed in the City’s landfill.  Alan Nakashima stated that the County of Santa Barbara had made one delivery of CRT electronic equipment to this prison and had determined that it could save a small amount of money.  Currently, the County uses the Los Angeles branch of Harrington Metal Recyclers (HMRLA) to pick up all of its electronic waste.  HMRLA charges the County $.35 per pound to pick-up its CRT electronic equipment but picks up the non-CRT electronic equipment free of charge.  In the future, the County may consider transporting its CRT electronic equipment to the Atwater Federal Penitentiary (Federal Prison Industries aka UNICOR) and just have HMRLA pick-up its non-CRT electronic equipment free of charge.  

C)
Universal Waste

The City of Santa Maria accepts universal waste dropped off by City residents during its HHW collection days only.  The Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center receives fluorescent tubes from small businesses and some vehicle batteries.

The question of what should be done in terms of collecting mercury was raised.  The Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center and the City of Santa Maria have not had customers come to their facilities to dispose of mercury.  The group agreed that with the exception of thermometers, it is difficult to identify devices containing mercury e.g. switches in vehicles.

Sources of Funding

The group discussed possible sources of funding to address the disposal costs for other regulated wastes.  For example, Alan asked what sources of funding would jurisdictions use to address the disposal costs for non-CRT electronic equipment, should the proposed rule by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) be approved and implemented.  Under DTSC’s proposed rule, virtually all types of electronic equipment, in addition to computer monitors and televisions, would be classified as universal waste.  As a result, all types of electronic equipment would be prohibited from being disposed in landfills.  

In terms of the acceptance of hazardous waste at the Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center, the County has already raised fees charged to businesses.  It is reluctant to begin charging residents, since illegal dumping may increase.  Joe stated that the Director of Environmental Affairs at Allan Hancock College wants to have students who are taking hazardous waste certification courses to obtain experience by actually collecting hazardous waste.  He asked if the group would be interested in having this Director attend the next meeting of the Other Regulated Waste Subgroup.  The group agreed that it would be a good idea and therefore, Joe stated that he would invite the person to the next meeting.

Dana pointed out that this fiscal year, the County has had to charge a “program” fee to help generate revenue to help the Division address a significant budgetary deficit from the loss in revenue, as a result of less trash being disposed at the Tajiguas Landfill.  This fee helps fund the Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center and other recycling programs implemented by the County.  Alan added that as more and more people recycle, less trash is generated and therefore, disposed at the Tajiguas Landfill.  As a result, the County receives less revenue from the tipping fees.  Dana and Alan felt the program fee would have to continue to be increased in the future to address this dilemma. 

The City of Santa Maria funds its recycling programs and solid waste operations through a tipping fee of $80 per ton.  Joe stated that the City’s solid waste division budget has risen from $40,000 last year to $90,000 this year.  

In summary, the possible sources of funding that the group identified included the following:

· The California Integrated Waste Management Board;

· Tipping fees;

· Program fees;

· Fees to be charged individually; and

· The United States Environmental Protection Agency.

Alan suggested that people examine the website of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.E.P.A.), in particular, for possible grants.  While he was not aware of any jurisdiction that had received a grant from U.S.E.P.A, he suggested that the group consider that agency as another funding source.

Process for Compiling Recommendations for Presentation to TAC and MJSWTG

Alan explained that each Subgroup has been asked to submit its final recommendations to the TAC and MJSWTG in March 2003.  He anticipated that over the next three meetings of the Other Regulated Waste Subgroup, recommendations will be developed and compiled and then prioritized into at least two categories:  recommendations that can be implemented in the short term and long-term recommendations that will require substantial funding and/or infrastructure to accomplish.  In March 2003, the final recommendations will then be presented to the TAC and the MJSWTG.  

Following the conclusion of the meeting, Joe Betancourt gave the group a tour of the City of Santa Maria’s Household Hazardous Waste Facility.

The next meeting of the Other Regulated Waste Subgroup has been tentatively scheduled for December 19, 2002 at the Cachuma Lake Conference Room from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
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