Alternatives to Disposal Subgroup

Guiding Principles

The following principles should guide the Subgroup’s activities throughout its duration.

Local Control

Local decision making bodies should retain their authority to set rates and control the waste flow that may be sent to conversion technologies. 

Regional Services

Conversion technologies should be flexible to allow for various levels of jurisdictional participation (i.e., the inclusion of additional tonnage or waste-streams in the future).

Waste Diversion

Conversion technologies should be capable of diverting a significant quantity of mixed solid waste that is currently landfilled and providing solutions that are environmentally superior to disposal.  They should not replace or hinder existing and successful recycling programs. 

Economic Efficiencies

Conversion technologies should be viewed as an integral component of local solid waste systems thereby recognizing the need for responsible fiscal management and fiscal constraints.

Reliability

Conversion technologies should be capable of providing high-quality and consistent service over the life of their projected operation. 

Flexibility

Conversion technologies should be part of an integrated system, which is flexible to accommodate both advances in technologies and various levels of jurisdictional participation in system components.
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