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Councilman Secord convened the meeting at 9:02 a.m.  Introductions were made.

The minutes from the June 23, 2003 Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (MJSWTG) were reviewed for changes.  Councilwoman Wallis moved, and Councilman Alvarez seconded to adopt the minutes as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Leslie Wells presented a legislative and regulatory update.  The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) and Office of Administrative Law have adopted tiered regulations for the transportation and processing of construction, demolition and inert debris.  New regulations will go into effect August 9, 2003.  Facilities that process C&D material will fall into different tiers of regulations based on the quantity and type of material handled.  Several facilities that currently operate within the County will be affected by these regulations.  On the South Coast, MarBorg will need to relocate all or part of its C&D sorting facility in order to accommodate construction of a cover structure.  Of the County’s 60% diversion rate in 2002, approximately 20% was from C&D recycling.

Regulations containing new specifications for alternative daily cover (ADC) are being developed.  They are targeting the size of the material applied and that all materials must be processed prior to being spread on the working face.

There are currently over 40 potential bills affecting solid waste.  One of the more significant, SB 20 (Sher) would enact the Hazardous Electronic Waste Recovery, Reuse and Recycling Act of 2003.  The Act would require manufacturers of hazardous electronic devices solid in the State to establish and implement a hazardous electronic device recovery system that is certified by the CIWMB for the collection, handling, transportation, processing, recovery, reuse and recycling of hazardous electronic devices sold by the manufacturer.  The bill would require manufacturers to submit a hazardous electronic device recovery plan to the CIWMB or allow manufacturers to pay a fee in lieu of submitting a recovery plan, and authorize the CIWMB to expend funds on recycling incentive payments to hazardous electronics material handlers, grant funds to local governments and nonprofit agencies, financial incentives to manufacturers, public information programs on recycling of hazardous electronic devices, and funding the Department of Toxic Substances.

Stephen MacIntosh gave an update on the work of the Commercial Recycling Subgroup.  Some of the options being examined include the construction of a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF).  A “dirty” MRF could be constructed in conjunction with a conversion facility.  A “clean” MRF would process source separated and commingled recyclables.  Another policy option would be to implement mandatory recycling ordinances.  Increased commercial recycling could also be encouraged through the use of financial incentives, either built into the rates or otherwise.  A review of existing trash enclosure requirements, guidelines and waivers is also being conducted.  Accelerated permits for businesses that recycle, similar to the process used by the Innovative Building Review Committee could also be considered.  Targeted programs focusing on recycling in Hotels, Apartment buildings and institutions (schools & hospitals) can further increase commercial recycling rates.  Food scrap recycling is currently being analyzed by a group of BREN school students.  Landfill bans, such as implemented by the City of Solvang for cardboard and greenwaste, or materials bans similar to the County’s new commercial recycling program could also increase recycling rates.  Paul Karp intoned that the use of terms such as “ban”, and “mandatory” should be avoided.  Jerry Smith suggested “diversion incentive” as an alternative. 

Jerry Smith provided an update on the work of the Biosolids Subgroup.  Following suggestions by MJSWTG members at the previous meeting, the Biosolids subgroup developed a ranking criterion for health and safety, and assigned it a weighting factor of five (5).  The new criteria read as follows:

Health and safety criteria covers both the general public and the handlers who will work with the recycled biosolids.  The primary constituents of concern, that have the potential to affect the health of exposed people, include pathogens and some metals.  It is possible for the general public to be exposed to recycled biosolids through various pathways involving ingestion and inhalation.  Use of recycled biosolids is not permitted on food crops, but inadvertent ingestion is possible.  Biosolids processes that produce dust emissions could expose people to inhalation hazards if not properly controlled.

The Biosolids subgroup ranked 23 different management options/technologies and the following were ranked the highest, along with their scores:

1. Static-Aerated Pile Composting (enclosed facility) – 381

2. Direct Rotary Drum Drying (requires a regional site w/ heat source) – 380

3. In-vessel Composting (enclosed facility) – 363

4. Organo-mineral Fertilizer Product (low fortification) – 339

5. Windrow Composting – 326

6. Organo-mineral Fertilizer Product (high fortification) – 321

7. Indirect Disk or paddle drying – 318

Although the feasibility study was only going to consider three management options, it was decided to include windrow composting, along with the top three ranked options, since a local windrow composting option is currently available.

Mark Schleich presented an overview of the process and formats to be used by the Subgroups in making their final recommendations to the MJSWTG.  An evaluation process has been created that will tie recommendations into the MJSWTG Guiding Principles.  Other factors include the regulatory environment, local acceptability, time frame, market readiness and ability to permit.

An Executive Summary Template has been developed for use by the Subgroups that includes discussion of Category (i.e. Program, policy or mandate, facility), Project Title, Project Features & Characteristics, Targeted Wastes, and Application to Guiding Principles.  An evaluation process will emphasize a community goals approach that provides flexibility for communities in balancing technical feasibility with community objectives.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) members are to take these templates back to their respective communities and develop up to five (5) System Proposals that the TAC will then consolidate into a manageable number of proposals.

Councilman Secord asked about the need to develop a “road show” for City Councils, etc.  Some cities are too small to support in-house presentations.  The City of Santa Barbara Communications Office may be able to assist with this. Councilwoman Wallis noted that the September MJSWTG meeting would be important because the Subgroups would be making their final recommendations.  Final reports from the Subgroups could be divided over two MJSWTG meetings, or a special all-morning presentation could be made.  Members seemed to prefer the former option.

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.
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