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Supervisor Marshall called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  Introductions were made.  Larry Lavagnino moved to approve the minutes as written.  Supervisor Marshall seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

John McInnes distributed an updated, consolidated time line for the seven Subgroups.  The work of all the Subgroups is currently expected to be completed by August/September 2003.

Patrick Maloy was unable to make his presentation on Vandenberg Air Force Base recycling and solid waste programs due to a scheduling conflict.  It is hoped that he will be able to make his presentation at the March 24 Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (MJSWTG) meeting.  Jim Laponis asked the Task Group if it would be a good idea to draft a letter to the Base, encouraging their continued participation in the process, and emphasizing the potential impacts solid waste activities on the Base can have on surrounding municipalities and facilities.  Supervisor Marshall moved that staff draft such a letter for Task Group consideration.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Patino, and passed unanimously.

Everett King presented the Greenwaste Subgroup Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles, as adopted by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  There were no questions or comments on the documents.  Councilman Secord moved to adopt the Greenwaste Subgroup Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles, as written.  The motion was seconded by Larry Lavagnino, and was unanimously approved.

Jerry Smith updated the Task Group on the Biosolids study.  The Subgroup continues to negotiate with the selected consultant, CH2Mhill in an attempt to get the cost proposal closer to the available funding.  The current cost proposal is $85,000, whereas to date, the Subgroup has $59,000 in verbal commitments.  The Subgroup is still waiting to hear from sanitary agencies that up to now have not committed to participating in the study.  Letters went out to all sanitary agencies that have made verbal commitments, asking for written commitments.  The consultant cannot begin the study until written commitments covering the cost of the study are in hand.

The issue of a funding mechanism for any additional regional studies or consulting work related to the MJSWTG process was raised.  A report on the potential for forming a Joint Powers Planning Authority (JPPA), to be made at the March 24 MJSWTG meeting, may provide a partial answer to whether it will be feasible to establish such a mechanism in the near future.

Councilwoman Wallis felt that the biosolids study and the overall issue of biosolids management needed to be presented within the overall context of the MJSWTG planning process, as a component of a larger “package” of issues for potential action.

City Councils should be brought up to date on the MJSWTG process, and the work conducted to date.  Because some Councils have very limited time, it was suggested that perhaps brief summary documents could be prepared and distributed to the Councils, followed up with short presentations to those that request it.

Members of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) attended a site visit to the Tajiguas Landfill on February 6.  Also in attendance were representatives of Heal the Ocean and the Gaviota Coastal Conservancy.   A permit hearing for the proposed Tajiguas Expansion Project will be considered at the RWQCB’s March 21, 2003 meeting in San Luis Obispo.  Opponents of the proposed expansion have sent a letter challenging issues addressed in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  The County is preparing a detailed letter in response.  It was requested that the MJSWTG be notified of future site and facility tours.

The California Integrated Waste Management Board’s (CIWMB) Permitting and Enforcement Committee will consider the Tajiguas Expansion Permit application at its April 7 2003 meeting.  The permit application will then be considered by the full Board at its April 23 2003 meeting.  There are two new Board members.  Mr. Washington is known to be opposed to landfills in principle, while Ms. Peas’s position with respect to landfills and expansions is unknown.  Opposition is expected from the same groups that opposed certifying the EIR before the Board of Supervisors.  It is believed that their failure to take legal action to appeal the EIR will strengthen the County’s position before the CIWMB.   

Letters of support for the proposed expansion of the Tajiguas Landfill should be sent by individual jurisdictions where possible.  The City of Santa Barbara will provide a model resolution that other cities can use if they choose.  Sending representatives to the Waste Board hearing will be an even stronger measure of support.

Homer Smith moved that the MJSWTG draft a letter of support for the Tajiguas expansion to the RWQCB and the CIWMB.  Councilwoman Blois seconded the motion.  The City of Santa Barbara will draft the letter.  The motion was unanimously adopted.

Future agenda items were discussed.

The meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
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