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MEETING MINUTES

Monday, 22 July 2002    9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

Solvang Veterans Center, 1745 Mission Drive, Solvang

ATTENDEES
Members

Jean Blois,  City of Goleta

Ken Palmer, City of Solvang

Alice Patino, City of Santa Maria

Naomi Schwartz, County of Santa Barbara

Dan Secord, MD, City of Santa Barbara

Mike Siminski, City of Lompoc

Jonny Wallis, City of Goleta

Staff

Larry Bean, City of Lompoc

Peter Cantle, Air Pollution Control District

Bill Chiat, County of Santa Barbara

Marlene Demery, City Manager of Solvang

Phil Demery, County of Santa Barbara

Nina Johnson, City of Santa Barbara

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

Everett King, County of Santa Barbara

Stephen MacIntosh, City of Santa Barbara

David McDermott, County of Santa Barbara

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Tony Nisich, City of Santa Barbara

Mark Schleich, County of Santa Barbara

Homer Smith, City of Santa Barbara 

Jerry Smith, Montecito Sanitary District

Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc

Steve Wagner, City of Carpinteria

Leslie Wells, County of Santa Barbara

Public

Brent Baldwin, Romo & Associates

Mario Borgatello, MarBorg Industries

Darrell Reno, BFI

Ben Romo, Romo & Associates

Supervisor Schwartz convened the meeting at 9:08 a.m.  Introductions were made.  

Councilmember Siminski moved to adopt the minutes of the June 3, 2002 Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (Task Group) meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Secord, and was unanimously approved.

The need to outreach to community groups and the public at large about the Tajiguas Expansion project was emphasized at the June 3, 2002 Task Group meeting.  Since then, presentations have been made before several organizations including Surfriders and SBCan.  Letters of support for the proposed expansion have also been received from the city of Buellton, with one pending from the city of Solvang.  The County will be meeting with the City of Goleta next week.

TAC Report

John McInnes reported on the work of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  Since the June 3, 2002 Task Group meeting, there have been ten subgroup and two TAC meetings.

Homer Smith reported on the work of the Commercial Recycling Group. Participants include representatives from the cities of Lompoc and Solvang, the County, the Santa Barbara Chamber of Commerce, Air Pollution Control District (APCD), and MarBorg, BFI and Harrison.  The group drafted a Mission Statement and Work Plan (mission statements from each of the TAC subgroups are shown on the attached exhibit).  The Work Plan was reviewed.  

A commercial recycling success story was highlighted in a newsletter recently distributed by BFI with its customer billing.  The Rehabilitation Institute of Santa Barbara realized an $11,000 annual savings by establishing a commercial recycling account through BFI.

Jerry Smith reported on the work of the Biosolids and Greenwaste Management Group.  The group, which has relatively small but consistent participation, has also developed a Mission Statement and Work Plan.  The group is in the process of developing, distributing and summarizing surveys to the County’s biosolids and greenwaste producers and processors.  Jerry indicated that at some point the group will need to retain the services of a consulting firm to advance the work beyond the Group’s staff time and expertise.

Councilmember Secord asked what kind of expertise would be required.  Mr. Smith responded that someone with expertise in the area of composting would be the most appropriate.  The issue of funding for consultants was raised.  To date the County and those Sanitary Districts that have shown an active interest in a combined biosolid/greenwaste management option such as co-composting, have indicated a willingness to share whatever consulting costs might be incurred.  It was noted that other TAC subgroups are also likely to require some level of outside expertise as well.

John reported that the Alternatives to Disposal Subgroup has also made progress.  Approximately 35 different technologies have been identified so far.  The focus of the groups work is to seek solutions to handling the trash still being landfilled, rather than to divert materials from existing recycling and greenwaste programs.  Indeed, proposed legislation designed to require a minimum threshold of recycling prior to conversion is intended to protect existing recycling, composting and mulching infrastructure and programs.

Supervisor Schwartz commented that the Task Group needed timely updates on pending legislation, and that legislative reports should be placed on the agenda when appropriate.

The group’s Work Plan includes the development of screening parameters to reduce the number of technologies and processes available to those that are applicable to our situation.  The group plans to conduct community forums, and is hoping to complete the bulk of its work within a ten-month time frame.

Supervisor Schwartz asked if the haulers had been participating in the Alternatives to Disposal meetings.  To date they have not attended, but 2-3 members of the public have attended.  It was noted that no representatives of Heal the Ocean, Surfriders, Gaviota Coastal Conservancy, or any other groups opposed to the expansion of the Tajiguas Landfill, have participated in any of the Task Group, TAC or Subgroup meetings.  It was suggested that we need to specifically address correspondence and document packets to a wider group of potential stakeholders and encourage them to participate in the process.  Staff will prepare and distribute packets and invitations to business and environmental groups.

Councilmember Secord moved, and Councilmember Blois seconded to approve the Mission Statements and Work Plans from the Commercial Recycling,  Biosolids/Greenwaste, and Alternatives to Disposal Subgroups.  The motion was unanimously approved.

The Construction and Demolition Debris Subgroup has met twice and will bring its draft Mission Statement to the next TAC meeting for approval.  The Group will be hearing a presentation by the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) on pending C&D regulations, and will be touring the South Coast Transfer Station and MarBorg’s C&D recycling facility at future meetings.

The Other Regulated Wastes Subgroup has had good participation at its two meetings. It is currently working on its Mission Statement and Work Plan, and has identified six areas of concern, including anticipation of wastes to be restricted, treated lumber, mercury containing products, and fluorescent light fixtures.

Paul Karp reported that participation in the Short and Long Term Disposal Options Subgroup has been minimal so far.  The group has decided to meet in Santa Barbara until the Tajiguas expansion process is complete.  A Mission Statement and Work Plan are being developed.  Discussion turned to a Task Group letter of support for the proposed expansion of the Tajiguas Landfill, drafted by the Short and Long Term Disposal Options Subgroup.  Supervisor Schwartz, who will be voting on the proposed expansion August 6, recused herself.  Councilmember Secord took over conducting the meeting.

In drafting the letter, the possibility of difficulty for some members of the Task Group to support the expansion was considered.  It was hoped that a position of neutrality by one or more members would not preclude reaching a consensus.  Phil Demery felt that the word “unanimously” in the second paragraph may be problematic, and recommended substituting the word “members”.  It was also recommended that the signatures of Supervisor Schwartz and Councilmember Hart be removed from the bottom of the letter. Councilmember Wallis indicated that the City of Goleta cannot take a position on the proposed expansion at this time, as it feels it does not have enough information to reach an informed decision.  Councilmember Secord reminded the group that voting to approve the letter of support does not mean that they are voting on behalf of their respective boards and councils, as all votes taken by the Task Group are merely advisory.

Councilmember Secord moved to approve the letter of support, as amended.  Mayor Palmer seconded the motion.  The motion was approved, with the City of Goleta abstaining. 

Next Meeting

Based on feedback from a number of members, staff suggested that the August 26 meeting be cancelled. Several members indicated they would not be able to attend, and staff felt there was not enough agenda material to hold the August meeting. However, staff advised that the September meeting therefore would be substantive and the group may want to plan on a slightly longer meeting. The Task Group members agreed, and cancelled the August meeting, and extended the 23 September meeting to 11:30 am.

The meeting was adjourned at 10.32 a.m.

NEXT MEETING

Monday, September 23, 2002

Solvang Veterans Center

9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.    (note the meeting is extended by 30 minutes)

Co-Chairs
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