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Councilman Secord convened the meeting at 9:05.  Introductions were made.

The minutes from the March 3 2003 Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (MJSWTG) meeting were reviewed.  There were some people present at that meeting who were not listed in attendance.  Councilman Deweese moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Councilwoman Wallis seconded the motion, which was unanimously passed.

Marlene Demery updated the group on the findings of the City Administrator’s group examining the possibility of establishing a Joint Planning Powers Authority (JPPA).  After following the experience the Biosolids Subgroup had in obtaining the necessary funding for its study, the group determined that pursuing a JPPA at this time is premature.  A “best model” was not selected as the group felt it needed to wait until the end of the MJSWTG process to see which issues truly require regional solutions.  The group will continue to monitor progress of the MJSWTG process, and report as needed.

Patrick Maloy, Solid Waste Program Manager for Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) gave a presentation on VAFBs solid waste and recycling programs.  Approximately 30,000 residents including personnel and their dependents currently live on base.  VAFB generates 250-300,000 tpy of solid waste material, 170-200,000 tons of that being construction and demolition (C&D) material.  The base currently diverts 94% of its wastes.    Generators include Air Force organizations and contractors, Military Family Housing (MFH) residents, Federal Correctional Institute (FCI) and commercial space contractors.  The Base has its own landfill, and operates C&D, greenwaste and hazardous waste facilities.  Recent changes in how VAFB solid waste facilities and programs are managed have increased active participation and diversion of materials.  Goals for the Future include preserving the landfill as a valuable base asset, supporting mission requirements, maintaining regulatory compliance, and improving recycling and diversion programs.

Everett King presented the Greenwaste Subgroup Work Plan for MJSWTG approval.  There was concern expressed over the lack of any plans to study and recommend a composting facility to manage the county’s greenwaste stream.  This issue was addressed at the Technical Advisory Committee as well.  Everett indicated that because the Greenwaste Subgroup was formed several months after the other subgroups had been formed, the Greenwaste Subgroup did not deem it feasible to undertake an effort to identify, screen, and recommend specific compost technologies, similar to the process used by the Alternatives to Landfilling Subgroup, in the time remaining before Subgroup recommendations are expected by the MJSWTG.  It was also felt that such an effort would be somewhat duplicative of the effort being undertaken by the Biosolids Subgroup.  The County currently has a very successful mulch program that is able to find beneficial end uses for all the green and wood waste received at County facilities.  The County has indicated to the Biosolids Subgroup that any greenwaste material that might be needed to co-compost the biosolids produced by sanitary agencies will be available for that effort.  In the end, it was recommended that the Greenwaste Subgroup take into consideration the work done by the Biosolids Subgroup in Task 6 of the Work Plan, which is to develop approaches for addressing critical issues and areas of concern, and develop management alternatives for Greenwaste.  Supervisor Schwartz moved to adopt the Greenwaste Subgroup’s Work Plan, as amended.  Councilwoman Falcone seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

John McInnes distributed and then briefly reviewed a quarterly summary of the work done by the MJSWTG.

Lori Norton distributed and reviewed a quarterly legislative update.

John indicated that the Biosolids subgroup had secured all the necessary funding to begin the biosolids study.  The final contract with the vendor is in the process of being drafted.

The Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) recently unanimously approved the Tajiguas Landfill expansion permit.  Several members commented on the professionalism with which the RWQCB and its staff conducted itself in this matter, and observed that the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) permitting process was much less technical and much more political in nature.  The matter of the Tajiguas expansion permit will first go before the CIWMB’s Permitting and Enforcement Committee on April 7, 2003.  Projects approved by the Permitting and Enforcement Committee are generally approved by the full Board, which will consider the Tajiguas expansion permit on April 23.  It will be important to have a strong presence at both meetings.  Supervisor Marshall and Councilman Secord have both indicated they plan to attend the CIWMB hearings.

The meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m.
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