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MEETING MINUTES


Monday, 25 November 2002    9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

Solvang Veterans Center, 1745 Mission Drive, Solvang

ATTENDEES
Members

Jean Blois, City of Goleta

John Carter, Goleta Sanitary District

Dick DeWees, City of Lompoc

Gail Marshall, County of Santa Barbara

Ken Palmer, City of Solvang

Jonny Wallis, City of Goleta

Staff
Kamil Azoury, Goleta Sanitary District

Larry Bean, City of Lompoc

Rebecca Bjork, City of Santa Barbara

Bill Chiat, County of Santa Barbara

Marlene Demery, City of Solvang

Phil Demery, County of Santa Barbara

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

Everett King, City of Santa Barbara

Stephen MacIntosh, City of Santa Barbara

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Tony Nisich, City of Santa Barbara

Bob Roebuck, City of Santa Barbara

Mark Schleich, County of Santa Barbara

Homer Smith, City of Santa Barbara

Jerry Smith, Montecito Sanitary District

Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc

Steve Wagner, City of Carpinteria

Public

Darrell Reno, BFI

Craig Whan, Outspoken Industries/Hot Rot Composting Systems

Supervisor Marshall convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Councilwoman Blois moved to adopt the minutes of the October 28, 2002 meeting of the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (MJSWTG), as written.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Palmer and was passed unanimously.

Disposal Options

Paul Karp reported on progress made to date by the Disposal Options Subgroup.  Some of the issues under study by the group include liability, flow control, NIMBYism, technology, unknown future levels of recycling, and financing for improvements.  Potential obstacles include the unknown future regulatory climate, competition, and changing market conditions.  The group is currently identifying and summarizing advantages and disadvantages for the current solid waste disposal systems within Santa Barbara County, summarizing current practices for countywide solid waste disposal in neighboring counties, cities, states and countries, identifying solid waste handling needs for the various agencies in the county, and developing options to meet disposal needs.  Future tasks include developing ranking criteria for the options, conducting community forums, ranking the options, determining organizational management options to achieve short and long-term solid waste disposal needs, making recommendations to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and presenting the final report to the MJSWTG.  Phil Demery commented on a recent tour of the Santa Maria Landfill.  A state-of-the-art double composite liner is being installed as part of the recently approved expansion.

Results of Conversion Technologies Screening

John McInnes reported that the Alternatives to Disposal Subgroup completed its screening of waste conversion technologies.  The screening parameters, which were previous approved by the Task Group, were applied to information contained in responses to a Request for Information (RFI) sent out by the Subgroup.  Forty-four waste conversion technologies were identified worldwide and twenty responded to the RFI.  Of these, seventeen met the requirements contained in the approved screening parameters, including 8 gasification technologies, 3 hydrolysis processes, 4 anaerobic composting processes, and 2 other technologies including the Herhof Stabilite process.

Biosolids Issues and Management

Kamil Azoury introduced Mr. John Carter, member of the Board of the Goleta Sanitary District and special district representative to the MJSWTG.  Jerry Smith introduced Ms. Rebecca Bjork, Water Resources Supervisor for the City of Santa Barbara.  Ms. Bjork presented an introduction to biosolids.  Main points of the presentation include:

Biosolids are the digested semi-solid products of the wastewater treatment process, consisting primarily of water, microorganisms and some inerts (sand, etc.). The distinction between sludge and biosolids was emphasized.  Unlike biosolids, sludge does not meet strict Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines governing the amounts of pathogens and heavy metals.  The EPA classifies biosolids into Class A, which are virtually free of pathogens and are below all the heavy metal thresholds, and Class B, which also meet the heavy metal limits, but contain a measurable amount of pathogens.  During the past 15 years, significant progress has been made in reducing the amount of heavy metals present in the wastewater stream, by controlling them at the source through pre-treatment programs.  Both the City of Santa Barbara and the Goleta Sanitary Districts have received the EPAs Pretreatment Award for reducing heavy metals discharged to the treatment plants.  A comparison of commercially available fertilizers (which are unregulated) showed that the average levels of heavy metals are similar to those typically found in Santa Barbara county Class A and Class B biosolids. 

The advantages of beneficial use of biosolids are well documented, and include the addition of organic material (humus), macronutrients, organic nitrogen, and micronutrients to soils.  Disposal options for biosolids include landfilling, monofilling, incineration and recycling.  Recycling options include pellitization, land application, composting and chemical stabilization.  Threats to biosolids recycling include political control, poorly managed operations, odor complaints, poor siting of facilities, incomplete information to the public.  Perhaps the biggest barrier to using biosolids in agriculture is that of public perception.  Ms. Bjork referred to Stauber and Rampton’s book, Toxic Sludge Is Good For You, as an example of the negative public perception of biosolids.  While acknowledging that it is primarily a criticism of the public relations industry, Ms. Bjork noted that an entire chapter devoted to biosolids has resulted in a negative perception on the part of many groups and individuals.  

At the present time, the City of Santa Barbara has a five-year contract with a Kern County composting operation to handle the City’s biosolids.  Goleta Sanitary District produces Class A biosolids, and is able to distribute this to local residents.  Kern and King counties have recently imposed bans on the land application of Class B biosolids beginning January 1, 2003.  Class A and composted biosolids will continue to be allowed, but the concern is that sooner or later local public opposition to the continued use of biosolids in any form will mean that these will also be banned.

In addressing the threats to beneficial reuse of biosolids, informed decision makers, retaining local control, proper siting of facilities and land applications, and first-rate operations are all critical.  In addition, an informed electorate is also important, and positive media coverage should be encouraged.  Members were appreciative of the informative presentation.  Mayor DeWees asked if Ms. Bjork would be willing to repeat her presentation at the next quarterly meeting of mayors.  It was also suggested that the presentation should be available on the MJSWTG website.

Commercial Recycling

Stephen MacIntosh presented an update on Commercial Recycling.  Efforts to promote greater commercial recycling in the City of Santa Barbara to date include incorporating the cost of recycling into the trash rates, initiating a hotel recycling program, conducting waste inventories and preparing recycling proposals for businesses, and media outreach.  In the works are greater rate incentives to recycle, increasing the commercial commingled recyclables collection frequency, placement of recyclables containers on State Street, and a pilot food waste collection program with local restaurants.  The City may be able to tap Redevelopment Agency funding to offset the cost of modifying and enlarging trash enclosures.  All future recycling literature and outreach needs to be bilingual, in order to include the large Hispanic speaking community.  

January Agenda

Additional January agenda items include a presentation by the Biosolids Subgroup on the selection of a consultant to assist with the remainder of that group’s work plan.  Also, new Co-Chairs need to be elected.  The cities will need to identify a candidate for one of the two Co-Chair seats.

The meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

NEXT MEETING

Monday, January 27, 2003

9:00 a.m. to 11:00
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