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MEETING MINUTES


Monday, 28 October 2002    9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

Solvang Veterans Center, 1745 Mission Drive, Solvang

ATTENDEES

Members

Jean Blois, City of Goleta

Ken Palmer, City of Solvang

Dan Secord, City of Santa Barbara

Staff
Larry Bean, City of Lompoc

Peter Cantle, Air Pollution Control District

Bill Chiat, County of Santa Barbara

Marlene Demery, City of Solvang

Phil Demery, County of Santa Barbara

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

Everett King, City of Santa Barbara

Stephen MacIntosh, City of Santa Barbara

David McDermott, County of Santa Barbara

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Tony Nisich, City of Santa Barbara

Lori Norton, County of Santa Barbara

Homer Smith, City of Santa Barbara

Jerry Smith, Montecito Sanitary District

Public

Jon Clark, Community Environmental Council

The meeting was convened at 9:05 a.m. by Councilman Secord (Supervisor Schwartz and Councilman Hart were both absent).  Introductions were made.

Councilwoman Blois moved to adopt the minutes of the September 23, 2002 meeting of the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group (MJSWTG), as written.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Palmer and was passed unanimously.

Conversion Technologies Revised Principles and Screening Criteria

John McInnes presented revised Guiding Principles and Screening Parameters for the conversion technologies (available at: www.countyofsb.org/pwd/swud/MJSWTG/AltDisp.htm).  In revising the principles and parameters, the subgroup incorporated the changes suggested at the September 23 MJSWTG meeting.  

In the Screening Parameters, the processing tonnage capacity was changed from a minimum of 200,000 tons annually to 100,000 to 400,000 tons annually.  Tony Nisich asked whether considering the municipal solid waste (MSW) stream in the aggregate eliminated the possibility of adopting smaller scale technologies that might process specific components of the MSW stream. With respect to the 20-year operational requirement, Phil Demery asked if any of the technologies being considered could demonstrate a 20-year operational history.  Some of the technologies themselves, such as gasification have long histories operating with more traditional feedstocks, but none have a 20-year history processing MSW.

Although the revisions have lent greater flexibility to the process, there remained a residual concern that worthy technologies might not be considered.  Councilman Secord asked how binding the Screening Criteria were, and what would happen in the case of a technology that was in every other respect promising, but could only meet 5 of the 6 criteria.  John suggested that any technologies that did not meet all the screening criteria, but might be applicable to the specific waste stream components being addressed by other subgroups would be passed along to those subgroups.  It was also suggested that the Screening Criteria might provide a good basis for ranking criteria.    

A list of the respondents to the Request For Information was reviewed.

Mayor Palmer moved to adopt the Guiding Principles and Screening Parameters, as amended.  Councilwoman Blois seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Jon Clark, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Community Environmental Council expressed support for pursuing alternative technologies.  From CEC’s perspective, the South Coast may have the opportunity of achieving up to 90 percent diversion with the correct technology.  This is an exciting prospect since Santa Barbara County would be the first region in the nation to do so.  But there has to be the political will and leadership to overcome the obstacles presented by a new and relatively untried technology. Jon felt the timing might be right for action, but the window for opportunity may only last a year or so.  In addition, Jon noted that the Environmental Defense Center (EDC) has expressed interest in and support of alternatives to landfilling.

Overview of Commercial Recycling

Homer Smith provided an update on the work of the Commercial Recycling Subgroup.  Potential obstacles to a food recycling programs include negative perceptions of food waste composting (inclusion of animal products), space for additional collection containers in dense commercial areas, and the cost of transporting food waste to an out of county facility in the event that an in-county facility was not available.  In order to accept food waste as a composting feedstock, Engel and Gray Regional Composting in Santa Maria would have to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), and possibly have to modify its existing permits.  Stephen MacIntosh recently attended a food recycling conference in Sacramento.  Copies of his conference notes were distributed.  Homer also touched on the resistance to recycling on the part of schools.  In many cases, it is custodial staff that objects to having to implement new programs.  David McDermott noted that the charter school his children attend is very active in recycling, and suggested that if individual schools were allowed to retain whatever savings could be realized from recycling for their own programs, they may be more inclined to participate.  This would require convincing school districts to relinquish control over the waste stream in the schools, allowing them to reap the savings rather than the school district.  

Legislative Session Wrap-Up

Lori Norton distributed a legislative summary and presented a legislative update.  The following bills were among those highlighted:

AB 802 (Dickerson) R-Redding: Would have amended the California Integrated Waste Management Act to remove the 10% limit on diversion permitted through biomass conversion as it relates to the 50% diversion goal. This bill died pursuant to Joint Rule 56.

AB 1482 (Richman) R-Sun Valley: Will allow the formation of regional agencies, which are formed by agreement to work as a group to meet the requirements of the Integrated Waste Management Act, by permitting the regional agency to equitably distribute fines levied among its members.  This bill was chaptered into law.

AB 2770 (Matthews) D-Tracy: This bill will require the Integrated Waste Management Board (IWMB) to conduct research on and prepare a report about new and emerging technologies that can convert solid waste residuals otherwise destined for landfills into electricity, alternative fuels, and industrial chemicals.  The bill has been chaptered into law.

SB 1374 (Kuehl) D-Santa Monica: This bill will require the IWMB by March 1, 2004 to adopt a model ordinance suitable for adoption by any local agency to require 50-70 percent diversion of construction and demolition (C&D) waste materials from landfills.  The bill was chaptered into law.

SB 1523 (Sher) D-Palo Alto: This bill would have required every retailer or manufacturer that sells cathode ray tube (CRT devises) collect a Cathode Ray Tube Recycling Fee on each CRT devise.  Governor Davis vetoed the bill.

SB 1619 (Romero) D-Los Angeles: This bill would have set goals for diversion, reuse, and recycling of CRTs and CRT devises.  It would also provide a grant program to promote diversion, recycling and refurbishment for CRT and CRT devise diversion.

The complete legislative summary can be found at: www.countyofsb.org/pwd/swud/MJSWTG/MJDocs/1028legislation.doc.  Future legislative updates will be provided on a quarterly basis.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
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