
MINUTES: January 31st, 2011
Attendees:

Members

Doreen Farr, County of Santa Barbara (Co-Chair)
Helene Schneider, City of Santa Barbara (Co-Chair)

Ed Andrisek, City of Buellton

Mike Bennett, City of Goleta

Jack Boysen, City of Santa Maria

Salud Carbajal, County of Santa Barbara

Margaret Connell, City of Goleta

Mike Cordero, City of Santa Maria
John Linn, City of Lompoc

Bendy White, City of Santa Barbara

Tara Wood, City of Solvang

Staff

Mark Schleich, County of Santa Barbara

Scott McGolpin, County of Santa Barbara

Terri Maus-Nisich, County of Santa Barbara

Jim Hamlin, County of Santa Barbara

David Brummond, County of Santa Barbara

Kevin Ready, County of Santa Barbara

Leslie Wells, County of Santa Barbara

Jeremy Tittle, County of Santa Barbara

Chris Henson, County of Santa Barbara

Carlyle Johnston, County of Santa Barbara

Kristi Schmidt, City of Santa Barbara
Matt Fore, City of Santa Barbara

Karen Gumtow, City of Santa Barbara
Rick Sweet, City of Santa Maria

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

Steve Kahn, City of Santa Maria

Jeff Clarin, City of Santa Maria

Ron Vilarino, City of Santa Maria

Larry Bean, City of Lompoc

Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc

Steve Wagner, City of Goleta 

Everett King, City of Goleta

Brad Vidro, City of Solvang 

Dayle Russell, Vandenberg Air Force Base

Public

Derek Carlson, MarBorg Industries
Bob Engel, Engel & Gray

Stephen MacIntosh, Allied Waste/Republic Industries

Heidi Sanborn, California Product Stewardship Council 

1. Meeting was called to order at 9:10 am by Supervisor Doreen Farr 
a. Quorum was achieved

2. Acknowledgement of the Passing of Russ Hicks
Supervisor Farr made the acknowledgement and noted that services for Mr. Hicks will be announced when known. 
3. Introductions 
4. Election/Appointment of New Co-Chairs
a. Supervisor Doreen Farr and Mayor Helene Schneider were appointed co-chairs with a unanimous vote. 
5. Minutes: The minutes for the June 2010 meeting were approved without change. 
6. Update on Proposed City of Santa Maria Landfill at Los Flores Ranch: 
Steve Kahn, City of Santa Maria
Presentation: Mr. Kahn gave an update on the status of the City of Santa Maria’s proposed integrated waste management facility (IWMF) at Los Flores Ranch. Mr. Kahn described the process of updating the Countywide Siting Element to include the IWMF at Los Flores Ranch with an amendment. The Local Task Force has recently reviewed the proposed amendment and gave three recommendations: (1) The implementation of a curbside greenwaste collection program; (2) the implementation of a collection program for business-generated hazardous waste and; (3) the continued monitoring of the feasibility of conversion technology, recycling and composting programs. In response to these recommendations, the City of Santa Maria is implementing a curbside greenwaste collection program in July 2011 and a business-generated hazardous waste collection program in winter 2012. The City of Santa Maria will also continue to monitor the feasibility of implementing conversion technology, recycling and composting programs. Mr. Kahn added that each agency in the County of Santa Barbara will receive a request to consider the approval of the amendment to the Countywide Siting Element to add the IWMF at the Los Flores Ranch in the near future. Next steps for this proposed facility include the creation and implementation of an Open Space Management Plan as well as approval from the Army Corps of Engineers, Fish & Game, Fish & Wildlife, CalRecycle, Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District and other regulatory agencies. 

Councilmember White asked about the capacity of the proposed landfill. Mr. Kahn explained that this new landfill would have a capacity life of 90 years and that included accepting all waste currently disposed of at Tajiguas Landfill and the Santa Maria Landfill. Supervisor Carbajal wanted to know if this new landfill would prioritize local waste over any imported waste. Mr. Kahn and Rick Sweet both answered that this issue would be taken into consideration. Supervisor Carbajal and Mayor Schneider asked if conversion technology were being considered Mr. Kahn replied that it would be looked at in the future and there was space available on site if this was implemented in the future. Supervisor Carbajal wanted to know about environmental impacts of sending waste from the South County to this new landfill. Mr. Kahn responded that the impacts are largely related to transportation. 
7. California Product Stewardship Council Presentation
Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director of the California Product Stewardship Council 
Presentation: Ms. Sanborn gave a presentation on local governance issues related to product stewardship. Product stewardship is an effort to plan for the entire lifespan of a consumer product (cradle to grave) rather than just its consumption. Typically product stewardship includes awareness of the environmental impact of a product’s lifecycle as well as measures to eliminate and/or mitigate this impact by making the manufacturer responsible for the product at the end of its life.

Supervisor Carbajal complimented the presentation as “amazing” and encouraged the efforts of the CPSC. Stephen MacIntosh of Allied Waste asked if this program was directly related to Germany’s Green Dot program, and if so, how this program started. Ms. Sanborn said that both Green Dot in Germany and the efforts of product stewardship in the US were grassroots movements. Popular consensus is being achieved in both countries that a lot of packaging is excessive and unnecessary. Supervisor Farr stated that she would like the County to participate in this program and asked her to work with County staff.
8. Presentation on Proposition 26
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County of Santa Barbara
Presentation: Ms. Maus-Nisich outlined the origin of Proposition 26 and described its impacts. The premise of Proposition 26 is that all levies in California will be classified as a tax and require a two-thirds vote to pass unless an exception applies. This new law expands the scope of what is a state or local tax. Despite these new restrictions, there are several exceptions, such as a levy for a service or product (like user fees for electricity, gas and trash). As a result of these exceptions, most fees associated with waste collection and disposal services are exempt under the law. However, there are some services that would be affected by the new law and require a two-thirds vote, such as: some oil recycling fees, some hazardous materials fees and some fees on alcohol mitigation. The reason for these types of fees not being exempt is that the service performed in these instances benefit the public broadly, as opposed to being an exclusive service to the payor of the fee.

Mayor Schneider asked for clarification on how local jurisdictions were going to be able to find out the full impacts. Ms Maus-Nisich stated that the League of Cities is contemplating a lawsuit on behalf of the cities and that this will clarify things from the Courts perspective.

9. Public Comment – Mayor Schneider introduced the new Environmental Services Manager for the City of Santa Barbara, Matt Fore.
10. Next Meeting – Monday, April 25th, 2011
11. Adjourn: 10:55 AM
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