
MINUTES: February 26th, 2007
Attendees:

Members

Iya Falcone, Co-Chair

Salud Carbajal, Co-Chair

Brooks Firestone

Diane Whitehair

Brian Barnwell

Ed Andrisek

Mike Siminski

Roger Aceves

Will Schuyler

Staff

Tony Nisich

Kimberly Nillson

Steve Mack

Brad Vidro

Larry Bean

Stephen MacIntosh

Steve Wagner

Mark Schleich

Rick Sweet

Jeff Clair

Brad Hageman

Leslie Wells

Carlyle A. Johnston
Public

Bob Engel
1. Meeting was called to order at 9:10 am by the Chair Brooks Firestone

a. Introductions

b. Quorum was achieved

2. Public Comment: None

3. Election of Co-Chairs: Mr. Barnwell nominated Ms. Falcone to be the Co-Chair leading the group for the next year. Mr. Firestone nominated Mr. Carbajal to be a Co-Chair. No other nominations were made. There was unanimous approval for the appointment of Ms. Falcone and Mr. Carbajal as the Co-Chairs. Ms. Falcone led the remainder of the meeting.

4. Minutes: There were no proposed changes to the minutes for the December 4, 2006 meeting. Ms. Falcone motioned for the approval of the minutes and Mr. Barnwell seconded the motion and the minutes were approved.

5. Update from the City of Santa Maria on the City’s Proposed Solid Waste Management Facility: Rick Sweet from the City of Santa Maria Public Works Department provided an update on the City’s progress on their proposed solid waste management facility. The proposed project will be challenging as a new landfill has not been sited since the early 1990s. The proposed facility site is in a canyon East of Highway 101 by Los Alamos and is not visible from the freeway. 500 acres of the property will be used for the solid waste facility and the remainder will be passive recreation. The facility is proposed to be operational in 2012 and will have a 75-year capacity. The vision is for it to be an integrated facility which could potentially house other facilities such as a dirty or clean material recovery facility. The City is currently conducting geologic studies to determine the flow and constituents of the groundwater at the site. They expected to hit groundwater at 250 feet but have not hit water at 500 feet. That concluded the City’s presentation.

Mr. Barnwell asked who the facility would serve. Mr. Sweet indicated that the facility would service the Santa Maria Valley but that they would not restrict the facility from receiving residual from the South Coast if that was necessary. The project pencils out based on servicing the Santa Maria Valley but gets better with more tons from other places. Mr. Carbajal asked if they were considering conversion technologies and Mr. Sweet indicated that they would wait and see how the process evolves. Mr. Carbajal indicated that they could possibly partner with us in the future.

6. Update from the County of Santa Barbara on Recent Discussions Concerning a Conversion Technology on the South Coast: Mark Schleich from the County of Santa Barbara Public Works Department provided an update on the recent discussions held by the City and County of Santa Barbara regarding siting a conversion technology on the South Coast. The City and County of Los Angeles, New York, and Hawaii are all evaluating conversion technology options. A few elected officials from the County and City of Santa Barbara visited their Los Angeles counterparts to discuss their progress regarding conversion technologies. Recently, Mr. Carbajal invited staff and elected officials from the County and City of Santa Barbara to hear a presentation made by a conversion technology vendor, ArrowBio. The presentation reinvigorated the group’s interest in the evaluation of the use of a regional conversion technology to service multiple jurisdictions. The elected officials present directed staff to develop a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a consultant to evaluate the work that the Conversion Technology Subgroup has performed to date, update the information if necessary, and prepare a RFP to assist with the selection of a potential technology/vendor to service the South Coast municipal solid waste.

Mr. Carbajal indicated that the process would be looking at all the available options and that he was concerned about the Tajiguas Landfill filling up and the need to get more aggressive to bode better for area constituents. Ms. Falcone indicated that the consultant would be an expert in the field and would assist in figuring out the best technology for our region. 

Ms. Stine from the City of Lompoc asked how air emission information will be addressed this time since that proved to be a stumbling block in the past effort. Mr. Schleich indicated that each technology will be required to provide air emission information as they market their product and it will be required when permits need to be obtained. Mr. Carbajal indicated that air emissions are still important and we will see in the future who is in line and able to meet the criteria set by the process. Mr. Sweet indicated that all technologies have emissions and many of them are known and the technologies will either have to modify processes to limit emissions or the state will have to modify emission regulations.

Mr. Barnwell said that the vendor that presented to the elected officials and staff was able to answer the questions posed, that the technology was evolving, and that he did not want to talk about it any more but was interested in moving forward on the evaluation of a conversion technology. He indicated that the project may become more cost-effective if the landfill life is extended and required closure costs will be reduced. Mr. Firestone indicated that the City and County of Santa Barbara had decided to move forward together which is an exciting development. Ms. Falcone said that the MJSWTG has done an excellent job of allowing cities and the County to  work cooperatively to evaluate solid waste management programs and facilities and that the recent discussions were not an effort to bypass the MJSWTG but that the project is considered to be urgent. Mr. Sweet indicated that the City of Santa Maria may be interested in being a partner in the future.

7. 
Future Meeting Schedule: Mr. Carbajal requested that the next meeting be rescheduled from May 21 to May 14, 2007. The request was granted and the next meeting will be held May 14 at the Solvang Veteran’s Memorial Hall.
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