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Local Task Force

 Facilitating Cooperation and Communication Between Communities

SOLID WASTE LOCAL TASK FORCE MINUTES

January 26, 2005
Fred Kovol - Presiding
PRESENT


Steve Clark, City of Lompoc (VM ALT)



Karen Gumtow, City of Santa Barbara (VM ALT)



Everett King, County of Santa Barbara (Staff)

Fred Kovol, Community Representative (V MEM)



Lissa Landry, Valley Compost and Topsoil (Guest)
Patrick Maloy, City of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Keith Ramsey, HSS, Industry Representative (V MEM)
Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc (V MEM)

NOT IN ATTENDANCE

Bill Albrecht, City of Buellton (V MEM)

Mario Borgatello, MarBorg Industries (NV MEM)

Billy Brown, City of Santa Maria (V MEM)



Bob Engel, Engel and Gray (NV MEM)

George Eowan, IRI (NV MEM)

Perry Ferguson, Community Member (V MEM)

Bob Ferris, Community Environmental Council (NV MEM)

Diane Gabriel, Montecito Sanitary District/SAMA (V MEM)

Carolyn Galloway Cooper, City of Guadalupe (V MEM)

Dale Lipp, City of Carpinteria (V MEM)

Stephen MacIntosh, City of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Michael Powers, Association of Governments (NV MEM)

Darrell Reno, BFI (NV MEM)

Mark Schleich, County of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Brad Vidro, City of Solvang (V MEM)

Steve Wagner, City of Goleta (V MEM)


Mark Schleich, and Leslie Wells were unable able to attend the meeting.  Fred Kovol had also earlier indicated that he would be unable to attend, but subsequently arrived about half way through the meeting, making a quorum.  Everett King convened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.  Introductions were made.  
Regulatory and Legislative Report
George anticipates that organics diversion, electronic and universal waste and conversion technology will be big regulatory issues in 2006.  Use of greenwaste as ADC continues to be controversial.  Permitting composting facilities continues to be difficult, and a ban on landfilling organics is being discussed and may have some traction.    Final electronic waste regulations are expected in September 2006, with ongoing discussions and workshops prior to a hearing.  Maureen Gorsen has been named the new Director of the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC).  The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) has approved a $400,000 grant to the Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District (APCD) for the purpose of testing emissions generated from Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) from the Tajiguas Landfill run through 3 different conversion facilities.  This is a critical test to determine whether or not conversion technology is viable for the Santa Barbara area.  

The Legislative side is a little thin, with most bills of significance now “two-year” bills.  Two of note are AB 1090 (Matthews D-Tracy), which adds recovery, through recycling, composting, conversion technology, or other beneficial use technologies to the existing waste management priorities for the IWMB.  The other bill, SB 411 (Alarcon, D-Sun Valley) would eliminate diversion credit for green material and woody waste used as alternative daily cover (ADC).  The IWMB would be required to develop a schedule for excluding green material and woody waste used as ADC from being included in meeting the 50 percent diversion requirements of the act.  The IWMB would be required to adopt or revise regulations regarding the conditions for use of ADC.  The issue of using greenwaste as ADC is of particular concern to Lompoc, which utilizes its greenwaste as ADC.  Claudia indicated that the City could probably find other uses for the greenwaste, but wondered who could use the City’s woodwaste.  There was also a question as to AB 1688 (Niello R-Fair Oaks) which would authorize local governments to appoint illegal dumping officers and would grant the officers limited law enforcement authority.  Many jurisdictions already have code enforcement officers, some with the authority to issue citations.  It is unclear what additional authority would be granted under the proposed legislation.
Everett reminded the group that due to a scheduling conflict with one of his other clients, George Eowan has been unable to attend LTF meetings on a regular basis during the past couple of years.  It was proposed to reschedule the March 2006 LTF meeting from the 23rd to either the 16th or the 30th in order to allow George to attend.  Members present indicated a preference for March 30th, and Everett indicated he would coordinate with George one final time, and reschedule the March LTF meeting accordingly.
Approval of the Minutes of the November 17, 2005 LTF meeting
With the arrival of Fred Kovol, a quorum was established, and the minutes of the November 17, 2005 LTF meeting were considered for adoption.  Steve Clark noted that under the Regulatory and Legislative Report section of the minutes, the filtration material referenced in relation to the Lompoc Landfill was incorrectly identified as coming from the City’s waste water treatment plant, when in fact the material is generated by the water treatment plant.  No other changes being suggested, Fred moved to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2005 LTF meeting, as amended.  The motion was seconded by Claudia Stine and unanimously approved.
Jurisdictional Updates
Karen reported that the Santa Barbara City Council has indicated to staff that it wants a Construction and 
LTF Minutes <Page 2> January 26, 2006
Demolition (C&D) ordinance developed and implemented soon.  The City is interviewing for an Environmental Education Coordinator who will be responsible for developing and maintaining websites and printed outreach materials, and presentations.  The City will also be hiring a part-time recycling technician who will be responsible for many of the day to day program implementation.  The City is also working with an outside contractor on a Base Year study.
Lissa Landry of Valley Compost and Topsoil expressed concern over the recent composting permit obtained by Santa Lucia Farms.  Santa Lucia Farms has chosen to manage its horse manure by composting it on-site.  A former customer of VC&T, Santa Lucia Farms apparently did not want to pay the $20.00/ton tipping fee VC&T recently implemented.  As a business person, Lissa founding the attitude that if VC&T is not willing 
to accept material free, or even pay to receive it, then it must not really want the material to begin with.  People familiar with the solid waste and composting industries generally agree that a tipping or gate fee is necessary to cover the full cost of operations, as sale of end product alone cannot cover those expenses.  Ironically, Santa Lucia Farms recently called VC&T to see if they were interested in accepting the finished compost product, again for free.  Lissa questioned why, if VC&T is included in the Non-Disposal Facility Element (NDFE) the potential impacts to their business was not considered when the composting permit was issued to Santa Lucia Farms.  She also expressed concern over the fact that while VC&T is required to develop an Odor Impact Management Plan (OIMP) the LEA has apparently exempted Santa Lucia Farms from this requirement, even though they also are operating under a registration tier permit.  VC&T believes that the horse manure issue is rapidly becoming a problem in the Santa Ynez Valley, and that a lot of generators are simply stockpiling their manure on site.  VC&T also believes that part of the solution is for the County to issue an Agricultural Waste only Franchise to VC&T.
Brian Just with the City of Solvang reported that the public has generally been very cooperative with recycling programs.  The City currently has eight (8) recycling stations located around town where residents, businesses and tourists can place their commingled recyclables, and is planning to add an additional station.

Lompoc is working on its annual report.  The City’s solid waste collection staff has recently undergone training for how to identify and handle universal waste such as fluorescent lamps and household batteries following the February 8 2006 electronic waste ban.  The next issue of Trash Talk will be released in May.  The City is working with HSS on the plastic recycling campaign, which has had to take a back-seat while the implementation of the electronic waste ban is underway.  In early December, the City was made aware that it needed to become a Certified Appliance Recycler, and has since been certified as such by the DTSC.  On electronic waste management, the City’s HHW facility will be the primary point of collection, and an active load-checking program is being implemented at the Landfill.  Public outreach/education efforts are planned for April and May.  The City is also working with a MSW Consulting to conduct a rate review, a commercial route audit designed to correct a route imbalance that has occurred as a result of recent development in Lompoc, and a commercial accounts audit.
Vandenberg AFB has developed a new Solid Waste Management Plan, and the base will soon assume control over a scrap yard located on the Base.  The military has reduced the number of Defense Reutilization and Marketing Service offices from 76 to 18 and solid waste managers are assuming larger recycling roles as a result.  Health Sanitation Service (HSS) has assumed management of the Base’s landfill.  The Base is also looking at privatizing its housing stock.

HSS is expecting to install new equipment at its Material Recovery Facility (MRF) this spring, with the goal of increasing processing efficiency and reducing residual.

The County will be conducting an e-waste collection event on February 4 at the Earl Warren Show grounds in Santa Barbara, and the Raytheon facility in Goleta.  Participants will not be charged.  A similar event is 
planned for April 9, 2006 at the Santa Ynez Recycling and Transfer Station.  The County’s Recycling
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Market Development Zone (RMDZ) renewal application will be heard before the Sustainability and Market Development Committee on February 7.  If approved by the Committee, the renewal is expected to be approved by the CIWMB.  The Unincorporated County, along with the cities of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, and Santa Maria are participants in the proposed renewed RMDZ.  In the face of the upcoming February 9 implementation of the ban on e-waste disposal, the Other Regulated Waste Subgroup will meet at 2:00 p.m., February 8 at the Cachuma Recreation Center.  The County is planning to launch a 3-month plastics recycling campaign for the spring, to educate residents on the expanded list of recyclable plastics.
The next meeting was set for Thursday, March 30 – location to be determined.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:40.  
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V MEM 	= Voting Member


NV MEM	= Non-Voting Member


VM ALT	= Alternate for a Voting Member


NV ALT	= Alternate for a Non-voting Member


Staff		= County or City Staff


Guest		= Anyone Attending or Participating Who is none of the above
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