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The group made a round of introductions and several new members of County Fire were in attendance.  Representatives from the County South Coast Transfer Station made a Power Point presentation of a proposed change in their existing process for handling hazardous waste illegally brought to the facility.  The proposal was targeted to customers bringing over 5 gallons or 50 pounds of material to the facility.  Currently, if the customer is still at the site, they are asked to remove the material and informed of the location of the Community Hazardous Waste Center.  If they are no longer at the site, there is an attempt to determine the identity of the generator and, if found, County Fire is contacted.  The Fire Dept follows up with contacts to these individuals and, if under volume threshold, told to take it to CHHWC, and if over volume threshold, told to hire a certified hauler to handle the material.  Currently, the transfer station incurs the cost for the appropriate handling of material under the volume threshold and there is a significant delay between when the material is dropped off and when the customer picks it up.

The process that was proposed included charging customers a fee of $120 for delivering hazardous materials to the facility that exceed the volume threshold. In addition, rather than waiting for the customer to collect the material, transfer station staff would handle the material and add it to the materials that are illegally received at the facility.  The customer would be charged the total cost for handling the material in addition to the fee for illegally disposing of the material.  Instead of using the Fire Dept to track down customers, transfer station staff will initiate contacts with the customers, assess the charges, and bill the customer.  If the customer does not pay the invoice, it will be turned over to the Fire Department for collection of costs.
A discussion ensued and included if it was possible to assess a fee on those customers that brought in less than 5 gallons or 50 lbs to discourage the delivery of any hazardous waste.  Others expressed a concern with assessing a fee because the customer may have an incentive to illegally dump the material on the roadside rather than bringing it in  to a solid waste facility.  Anyone with additional comments to the proposal or who would like a copy of the proposal should contact Keith Stoodley or Juanita Miller at 681-4345.  No other issues were raised regarding the first Challenge Category “Illegally Disposed Materials”.
The group then reviewed a Draft Work Plan that had been prepared in a format recommended by the MJSWTG Technical Advisory Committee.  There was a suggestion to add “Health and Environmental Safety” as a Guiding Principle for the subgroup.  With this change, the group unanimously approved the Work Plan.  A final Work Plan will be distributed via e-mail prior to the next subgroup meeting.  

The next Challenge Category was “Newly or Pending Regulated Materials.”  Draft Electronic Hazardous Waste Regulations that the Department of Toxic Substances Control has recently circulated was discussed.  It was raised that the greatest difference between the draft permanent regs and the emergency regs was the inclusion of “consumer electronic devices” including many electronic materials.  The group suggested preparing a letter to submit to the DTSC during the comment period that ends September 30, 2002.  The group was concerned with the lack of funding associated with the broader regulations and had an interest in producer responsibility and that becoming a mechanism for funding.  A draft letter will be prepared and finalized at the next subgroup meeting.
Fire requested that “Beneficial Reuse Soils” be added to the agenda for next month’s meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, September 19 from 10:00 to 11:30am at the Lake Cachuma Conference Room off of Highway 246.
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