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It was explained that the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group had put an update from our Subgroup on the agenda for their January 27 meeting and all participants were welcome to attend.  The Task Group meetings have been held at the Memorial Veteran’s Hall in Solvang and the January meeting will most likely be there.

Review new information on “Newly or Pending Regulated Materials”

The first item on the agenda was to review new information regarding “Newly or Pending Regulated Materials”.  Keith Stoodley and Leslie Wells from the County went over information that they were able to glean from the regulations as well as helpful resources that can assist facility operators in determining what appliances contain mercury, what items must be removed, and what is the responsibility of the processor in handling these appliances.  Leslie described the changes associated with SB633 and SB 1011.  SB633 prohibits any school from purchasing items containing mercury effective January 1, 2002; encourages removal and recovery of switches containing mercury before disposal effective January 1, 2002; bans the sale or distribution of fever thermometers containing mercury effective July 1, 2002; bans the sale of vehicles containing mercy light switches after January 1, 2005.  SB1011 expands what can be collected curbside including unlimited quantities of small batteries, lead-acid batteries, and antifreeze as well as universal waste not including waste containing mercury or fluorescent light bulbs longer than 4 feet.
In addition, new regulations are being proposed by DTSC regarding mercury waste classification and management.  They propose managing mercury-containing motor vehicle switches, non-automotive mercury switches, lamp that contain mercury and mercury-added novelties as hazardous waste and propose universal waste management of these items.  Keith and Juanita shared several resources, some of which were more helpful in identifying materials that must be treated as a hazardous or universal waste.  Calls had been made to DTSC and if any new information comes out of conversations with them, it will be shared with the group.  Attached is a document that outlines a resource list for potentially helpful information regarding the management of mercury-containing waste.  



Karen Weston from Lompoc was unable to attend and share information that she had gathered regarding the management of fluorescent light bulbs.  Attached is information that she e-mailed later for our reference.
Jeff Mathieu shared information regarding arsenic-treated wood.  Arsenic-treated wood can be landfilled in an msw landfill if 1) it is not hazardous (it is not clear if it is or not), 2) it is buried in a lined portion of the landfill, and 3) the Regional Water Quality Control Board authorizes its disposal in the landfill.  Guidelines have been developed for the reuse of treated wood and we will refer to those when outlining our recommendations for listing landscapers, etc.
Material Exchanges

Ron Vilarino explained HSS’ material exchange program that currently offers only latex paint.  All of the latex paint is taken through their material exchange. If there is material on the shelf that is not in demand, the paint is sent to a factory where it is bulked and then given away for graffiti abatement.  Painters and low income individuals access the paint at the ABOP facility which is co-located with the buyback center.  This could serve as a helpful factor having the buyback center and material exchange at the same facility for staffing and access to the public.  The material exchange is advertised through HSS’ newsletter and mini ads it runs in the paper.

VAFB has an exchange program for its internal departments. All purchasing is centralized so that the departments do not overbuy or have to store materials.  This has been successful in reducing the quantity of hazardous waste being purchased.  There was discussion regarding the County and cities’ abilities to centralize purchasing and therefore better control the inventory of hazardous waste at their own facilities.

Santa Maria does not have a materials exchange program.

County has a program at its HHW collection facility.  A wide range of materials are available to the public including solvents, paints, nail polish, cleaners, etc.  They no longer offer pesticides.  A question arose as to the safety of mixing so many types of products in one location.  There is not a lot of material that is distributed through the exchange and the County is looking for ways to increase the distribution.  Santa Maria mentioned that the graffiti abatement groups in north county are always looking for paint.  Other suggestions included outreach to painters, putting information in bills, and adding a listing of materials available to the Website.
There was an active sidebar conversation regarding waste from Thrift Stores and setting up a program to market that material overseas.  In addition, there was a discussion regarding setting up a salvage store for building materials.
Education/Communication Activities

There was a discussion regarding various ways that the different agencies and companies publicize their hazardous waste programs.  In addition to the activities listed above, Ron Vilarino explained that they participate in the school recycling program and offer tours to schools using County funding.  A brochure targeted specifically to students has been prepared and is actively distributed.  Leslie Meyer explained that CEC offers a number of education programs.  For the County, they publicize the collection center in newspaper ads as well as publicize ads for Pollution Prevention.  In the past, they have used door hangers in neighborhoods that have less participation at the facility and this year, they prepared a general brochure regarding the appropriate management of hazardous waste that CEC and the County is distributing throughout the County.  Used motor oil brochures have been created as well as flyers regarding battery collection sites.  In addition to CEC’s efforts to publicize the collection center, hazardous waste information is on the County’s website and individual collection events in SY and New Cuyama are advertised via radio and newspaper prior to the event.

Leslie Wells explained that the County overall is missing education campaigns targeting specific audiences that generate a lot of hazardous waste.  For example, school districts do not receive information that discarding of cathode ray tubes is illegal and listing the options available to them to dispose of the material properly.

VAFB publicizes information regarding their collection program to residents and have found that residents do not watch the base television station therefore they do not publicize there.




The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 17 from 10:00 to 12:00pm at the City of Santa Maria Landfill – take Main Street exit off 101 and head East to the Landfill. At the scalehouse indicate you are going to the Administrative office.
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