September 23, 2002

Ms. Joan Ferber

Regulations Coordinator

Environmental Analysis & Regulations Section

Department of Toxic Substances Control

1001 “I” Street, 22nd Floor

P.O. Box 806

Sacramento, CA 95812-0806

Dear Ms. Ferber:

In the County of Santa Barbara, a regional entity has been formed consisting of elected officials from all jurisdictions within the County to discuss short and long-term management of solid waste in the County.  There are a number of subgroups that are focusing on specific waste challenges, one of which is the “Other Regulated Waste” subgroup.  The membership of our subgroup has reached beyond jurisidictional representation and includes representatives from solid waste collection companies, a local non-profit, and the County Fire Department.

As the subgroup tackling issues related to hazardous, universal and other special waste, we are constantly considering ways to develop and maintain collection and handling programs that are both convenient and cost-effective for our customers.  In the past year, a significant amount of effort was spent on developing programs to collect cathode ray tubes (CRTs) in television sets and computer monitors.  Overall, approximately ___ tons of these materials were collected countywide.  Regionally, the new programs cost our county almost $200,000 last fiscal year.  Like most other regions in the state, the cost to manage hazardous and universal waste is significant yet there is no revenue associated with the handling of this material, unlike trash, recyclables, or green waste.

Our subgroup fully understands the Department’s basis for proposing to include consumer electronic devices (CEDs) with CRTs under the Universal Waste Rule.  We also fully support the Department’s ongoing efforts to protect human health and the environment.  We are very concerned, however, that including CEDs under the Universal Waste Rule will create yet another unfunded mandate for local governments.  Therefore, we strongly urge the Department to support in any way possible the provision of funding to enable local governments to appropriately manage these expensive wastes.  

Currently, on both the statewide and national level, there are several initiatives to incorporate producer responsibility with the generation and sales of these toxic products.  We feel that the producers of these materials should be required to include the cost for the appropriate management of these discarded products in the original purchase price and either be required to establish their own reuse, recycling, and appropriate disposal programs or provide the funding for these programs nationwide.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations and, again, we urge you to incorporate a more comprehensive look at the fiscal impact of these regulations on local agencies.

Sincerely,

