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Commercial Recycling Subgroup
Meeting Summary

September 19, 2002

Lake Cachuma 

2:00 pm

Attendees:

Name
   

Organization

Phone/Email

Adam Bray

Tetra Tech, Inc.

adam.bray@tetratech.com
Stephen MacIntosh
City of SB
 
897-1908

smacintosh@ci.santa-barbara.ca.us
Alan Nakashima

County of SB
 
882-3616

anakash@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
Tom Rowe

City of Solvang         
688-5575

tomr@cityofsolvang.com
Homer Smith

City of SB

564-5372






hsmith@ci.santa-barbara.ca.us
Claudia  Stine

City of Lompoc

736-1261

cstine@ci.lompoc.ca.us
The Commercial Recycling subgroup discussed the group’s search for business statistics (number of employees, business type by SIC code, available recycling programs etc.).  Claudia Stine, with the City of Lompoc, has acquired a good deal of information already from their City Clerk.  The City of Santa Barbara may pursue business information based on the four major zones of the City:  Downtown Core, Upper State, Milpas Street and the Mesa.

Claudia shared an article recently published in Waste Age Magazine regarding foodwaste recycling.  Copies of the article will be provided at the next Commercial Recycling meeting on October 17th.   Claudia also shared information on Northern Ireland’s reusable shopping bag program.  The bags are not mandatory, but if you go into a store without a bag(s), you’re charged $0.15 for each bag that you use.  The program has reportedly cut disposal of bags by 90%, and saved $10 million euros in bag production and disposal costs during 2002.  Claudia reported that she spends approximately $7,000 per quarter, or $28,000 / year, for litter crews (primarily picking up plastic grocery bags).

Stephen MacIntosh, with the City of Santa Barbara, will be attending the Food Summit in Sacramento on October 21st, and will bring back materials to share with the group at the November meeting.  Other members will be attending SWANA’s Waste-Con in Long Beach from Oct. 28th through 31st and will look for information germane to the Commercial Recycling subgroup.

Stephen also shared the City of Santa Barbara’s Global Benefits of Recycling (see page 4 of these minutes) press release with the group.  The environmental and energy savings covered in the handout were derived using the National Recycling Coalition’s “Environmental Benefits Recycling Calculator (attached electronically to these minutes as an excel spreadsheet).

Alan Nakashima reported that the County of Santa Barbara’s Solid Waste Division will be presenting diversion strategies to the Board of Supervisors on October 15th.  The Solid Waste Division recently met with local environmental groups and haulers to solicit ideas.  The haulers are in favor of mandatory recycling.

Finally, the group went through and assigned a timeline to the Work Plan (see page 3 of these minutes).

Next meeting: October 17, 2:00 pm at Lake Cachuma

Commercial Recycling Subgroup

Work Plan

COMPLETION

DATE

TASK
Nov. 2002
Task 1 – Assessment of Commercial Recycling Programs in Santa 


Barbara County Jurisdictions

1.1 Assess commercial recycling programs for each jurisdiction (City of Santa Barbara will send letter to Jurisdictions requesting this information)

1.2 Inventory business types and sizes in each jurisdiction

1.3 Inventory industry / business associations in each jurisdiction that may be able to assist with development of commercial recycling program(s)

1.4 Conduct / research waste characterization by business type

1.5 Research successful local programs and/or failures (City of Santa Barbara will contact jurisdictions requesting this information)

Feb. 2003
Task 2 – Analysis of Current Infrastructure

Analyze infrastructure that currently supports commercial recycling in the various jurisdictions throughout Santa Barbara County.  The analysis will be conducted to determine the capabilities of existing facilities, programs, and/or markets to provide viable long-term feasible solutions.  

March 2003
Task 3 – Identification of Commercial Recycling Options

Commercial recycling options may include mandatory recycling, financial incentives to motivate businesses to begin or expand their recycling programs, modifications of trash enclosures to accommodate additional recycling containers.

April 2003
Task 4  - Evaluate Options

Options shall be evaluated based on predetermined criteria, including but not limited to:  cost, estimated diversion potential, compatibility with current infrastructure and programs, ease of implementation, staffing and market implications.

June 2003
Task 5 – Determine Preferred Options

The subgroup shall analyze and compare each of the option’s costs, diversion potential, infrastructure requirements, compatibility with current infrastructure and programs, staffing needs and market implications.

July 2003
Task 6 – Present Findings to TAC  

The Subgroup shall present findings and make recommendations to Technical Advisory Committee on preferred options identified and evaluated in Tasks 3, 4 and 5.

NEWS RELEASE


CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

Public Works Department


Contact: Stephen MacIntosh

(805) 897-1908

smacintosh@ci.santa-barbara.ca.us
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 2, 2002
SUBJECT:  Global Benefits of Recycling!

When considered on a global scale, the City of Santa Barbara’s residents and businesses  saved over $6.5 million in energy costs by recycling in the year 2000.  This translates to the equivalent of nearly 5,000 households worth of energy conserved throughout the entire year!

Intuitively, we all know that our recycling efforts benefit us, our community, and future generations, but sometimes we tend to forget exactly why we exert so much energy towards diverting waste from the landfill.  Through a minor research effort conducted by City of Santa Barbara Solid Waste staff, the following important facts were re-discovered, highlighting the importance of recycling.  Recycling is superior to disposal because it: 

· Saves energy

· Decreases greenhouse gases and emissions of other air and water pollutants

· Conserves natural resources 

· Minimizes the need for disposal facilities (landfills and incinerators)

· Creates jobs

· Creates a market that is less dependent on foreign products - such as petroleum

· Contributes to the production of high quality usable products

· Significantly reduces environmental damage and pollution contributing to a healthier planet

In addition to the energy savings, the community of Santa Barbara’s recycling efforts in 2000 contributed to the quality of our environment by keeping 14,464 tons of pollutants from the atmosphere and 72.5 tons of waterborne wastes from our waters.  Together we also saved 222,964 trees by making paper from recycled feedstocks.  If you have questions or comments on the above information please call the City’s Solid Waste Specialist at 897-1908.
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