
Commercial Recycling Subgroup
Meeting Summary

October 17, 2002

Lake Cachuma 

2:00 pm

Attendees:

Name
   

Organization

Phone/Email

Adam Bray

Tetra Tech, Inc.

adam.bray@tetratech.com
Stephen MacIntosh
City of SB
 
897-1908

smacintosh@ci.santa-barbara.ca.us
Patrick Maloy

Vandenberg

patrick.maloy@vandenberg.af.mil
Alan Nakashima

County of SB
 
882-3616

anakash@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
Thor Schmidt

BFI


965-5248

Claudia  Stine

City of Lompoc

736-1261

cstine@ci.lompoc.ca.us
Craig Whan

HotRot Composting
884-6118


cwhan@silcom.com
The group discussed the status of gathering information on the respective jurisdictions’ licensed businesses and commercial recycling programs that are available.  Claudia raised the issue that businesses that have licenses in a particular jurisdiction may not actually do business in the City these will need to be weeded out of the group’s business database.  Stephen shared the City of Santa Barbara’s business license database.  Alan said that he has the county businesses in an Access database.  Both the County and Lompoc categorize their businesses by SIC code, whereas the City of SB does not.

Alan reported that on December 10th the County Solid Waste Division will present to the Board of Supervisors a variety of diversion proposals aimed at the commercial sector.  They are planning on conducting five meetings before the hearing with haulers, environmental groups and other jurisdictions.  The County is also launching a pilot recycling program for mobile home parks (requested by Brian Trautwein with the EDC).  Blue Skies has agreed to participate in the pilot. Thor and Alan will provide an overview / presentation to residents - notice of this presentation will go out with next rental bills.  Brian Trautwein said that the residents would like greenwaste recycling as well - which BFI has agreed to provide free of charge, in addition to free recycling containers for all residents.

In Lompoc, property managers are given a large 350 or 440 gallon containers that can be rolled around a facility.  It has been difficult to bring the pilot mobile home recycling program to Orcutt because of limited space in trash enclosures.  However, Alan is presenting at the Orcutt Mobile Home Estates on November 12.  The Homeowners Association president is reportedly very excited about the program.  The free pilot program will run through June 30th.  Self-hauling mobile home parks will get the $5 / ton rate for recyclables at County facilities.

The County is also targeting Paradise Road campgrounds for recycling (as requested by Keith Zandona with the Surfrider Foundation).  The program will run from November 2002 to October, 2003.  It was noted that the local store (on Paradise Rd) and Los Prietos Boys camp already have successful recycling programs.

Some of the commercial recycling options that the County has discussed thus far include rate adjustments, mandatory recycling or material bans (enforced at the curb – not facilities).  Patrick  pointed out that material bans are difficult to enforce because people tend to hide material under the trash.

Vandenberg Air Force Base is starting a program at the landfill whereby rich loads will be sorted (cardboard – most of which comes from the prison -  and other large recyclable items in a load destined for disposal will be removed and recycled).  VAFB landfill recently received over 10,000 tons of frozen chicken carcasses – for which they unfortunately did not have an alternative to disposal.  VAFB is also hiring a recycling coordinator.  The prison is approximately 50% of their tonnage.

Craig Whan presented an overview of the HotRot system.  The system, designed and produced in New Zealand, can process a variety of organic products.  Requisite ratios for food waste and greenwaste is 1:1 by volume and 3:1 by weight (food weighs approximately 1000 pounds / cubic yard).  HotRot is currently constructing a 60 ton per day facility in New Zealand, for an approximate cost of $30 / ton.  A 15 ton per day facility is approximately $400,000 - $500,000 where an individual 2 ton per day vessel is approximately $200,000.  A facility to the north of Auckland currently takes 2 tons per day of waste water treatment sludge.  The elements that need to be balanced in a composting system are oxygen, carbon, nitrogen and porosity of the material.  Once out of the vessel, tt takes approximately 2-4 weeks for the materials to be fully cured.

Thor reported that BFI recently reduced the trash level at 3 West Carrillo (an office building in Santa Barbara) by 50%, replacing it with recycling service for a savings of $1200 / year.  Additionally, BFI was also able to bring recycling to the Moreton Bay Offices Building for a significant annual savings as well.  Stephen will bring samples of the Hotel Recycling Bags to the next Commercial Recycling meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:34 p.m

Next meeting: January 16, 2:00 pm at Lake Cachuma
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