Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Issues Subgroup

2
Minutes  Wednesday, May 28, 2003

Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Subgroup
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, May 28, 2003    1:30 p.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Santa Barbara County Public Works Engineering Conference Room First Floor, 123 E. Anapamu St., Santa Barbara 

ATTENDEES

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

John Zhao, City of Santa Maria

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Phil Demery, County of Santa Barbara

Call to Order & Introduction
Paul Karp of City of Santa Maria convened the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  

Approval of March 20, 2003 meeting minutes

Paul Karp moved to approve the March 20, 2003 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded and the minutes were approved.

Comments to April TAC, SWMJTG meeting on the Final Draft of the Short and Long Term Disposal Plan, and the proposed public forums to develop input about the plan, particularly with regard to ranking criteria 

John Zhao discussed meeting with Mark Schleich earlier on dividing Santa Barbara into several waste sheds in order to organize all the options developed by the subgroups together for upcoming public forums.  TAC also decided to hold two types of public forums in order to better inform the public about the process  that SWMJTG is going through to plan future solid waste management in the Santa Barbara County.  One type of forum will be conducted by the Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal subgroups and by the Alternative Technology subgroup.  All other subgroups will be conducting the other public forum. 

Consideration of coordination of public forums among different subgroups
Phil Demery will provide the history of the SWMJTG and the transition from the landfill siting activities conducted by the County several years ago to the current countywide effort to plan an integrated solid waste management system to meet current and future needs for the entire Santa Barbara County.  Paul will introduce the short-term solution and long term goals of the disposal subgroup. Short Term: Both the Santa Maria landfill and the Tajiguas landfill now have approximately 15 years of permitted capacity. Long Term: By going through the current effort organized by the MJSWTG, we are looking at a bigger picture than just the disposal issue, which is now behind us. Through this public outreach effort, we are able to find out what each community desires for their solid waste management and what options they have given the advancement of current and future technology for solid waste management. John Zhao will provide the overall efforts in draft of the Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Plan and how the disposal plan and the alternative technology fit together. John McInnes will present findings from the alternative technology subgroup. John Zhao will provide findings from the disposal subgroup.

Two public forums will be held: one in Santa Barbara, the other one in Santa Maria.  John Zhao and John McInnes will work together to set dates for the forums. Paul Karp suggested that if all possible, the two public forums should take place before the July 28th task group meeting so that staff could provide a summary of the forums to the task group. The County will send out, on the County’s letterhead, an invitation to all interested parties, including the people who received letters from the County on its landfill siting effort several years ago.  A ranking criteria for Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal plan will be attached to the invitation letter on   MJSWTG letterhead. 

In addition to the ranking criteria developed by the disposal subgroup, additional space should be provided for the public to enter their suggestions as ranking criteria.

Update from Santa Maria on siting activities for a City landfill

Paul Karp updated that City of Santa Maria is still working with potential willing sellers in the North County for a future landfill site.  Paul and Phil agreed that an update to the current solid waste services MOU is needed and the new agreement might be a model for other jurisdictions within the County. Phil suggested that any updated agreement should give each participating jurisdiction power to have some input on rate setting through a rate adjustment board or similar. John Zhao will draft a principal agreement for the subgroup to discuss next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, July 30, 2003

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
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