Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Issues Subgroup

3
Minutes  June 26, 2002

Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Subgroup
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002    2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Santa Barbara County Conference Room Public Works, First Floor, Engineering, 123 E. Anapamu St., Santa Barbara 

ATTENDEES

Paul Karp, City of Santa Maria

John Zhao, City of Santa Maria

Phil Demery, County of Santa Barbara

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Karen Weston, City of Lompoc

Call to Order & Introduction
Paul Karp of the City of Santa Maria convened the meeting at 2:03 p.m., and introductions were made.  

Status of Tajiguas Landfill – (County P.W. Staff to present) 

Phil Demery of County Public Works Department provided an update on the current Tajiguas landfill permitting status. The Environment Impact Report (EIR) is scheduled for certification hearing on August 6, 2002. Once the document is certified, the County will submit the project to the Regional Water Quality Control Board. Mr. Demery stated that the hearing would likely be in the Fall of 2002, and assuming a new waste discharge permit is approved, the hearing in front of the California Integrated Waste Management Board would likely be in the Spring of 2003.

The County staff hopes to provide the Board of Supervisors with an update report on the input from Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group on August 6, 2002 prior to the Tajiguas FEIR hearing. 

Identify Priority Issues 

After considerable discussion, the subgroup developed a statement of priority issues. 

SHORT TERM ISSUES

The technical committee should be requested to recommend that the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Wasted Task Group endorse at the July 22 meeting the Tajiguas 15-year expansion project, and be requested to send at least one delegate to the public hearing scheduled before the Board of Supervisors for August 6, 2002.

The technical committee should be requested to point out to the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group the importance of continued, successful operations of all sub-regional disposal sites (Tajiguas, Lompoc and Santa Maria) in Santa Barbara County throughout the permitted lives of each facility. The Group should be further advised of the significance of appropriate rate structures based on facility lives that must be in place to fund the ongoing environmental protection required to operate, close, and maintain each site in conformance with regulations and good science.

LONG TERM ISSUES

The subgroup members expressed that two options should be considered by the technical committee to address long term Countywide disposal needs regardless of recycling successes and/or the solid waste disposal alternatives that are implemented disposal in Santa Barbara County. One of the options must be maintained to provide for residuals or ongoing needs of communities that elect to continue to landfill non-recycled materials. Long term (beyond 15 years), the Group should expect to support a regional landfill to serve the entire county (located near the geographical centroid of the County) to operate concurrently with the Lompoc facility (life to year 2047); or a concept that includes two subregional disposal operations (e.g. a north county facility and an expanded Tajiguas to serve the South Coast) that can be managed in concert to address transfer station capacity issues or minimize impacts of regional transfer operations.

Paul Karp stated that City was budgeting funds for the next fiscal year to start looking into long term needs for solid waste disposal options to serve Santa Maria beyond the current permitted life (15 years) of the landfill. City would most likely start this process by searching the availability of suitable sites in the north (or central part of the?) county. City will consider all inputs and work cooperatively with the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group. Mr. Karp stated the Santa Maria process is an addition and parallel to City staff work that will be performed for the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group now in the process. 

Phil Demery suggested that the County’s Brown Road property has been declared surplus and may be available as a mitigating trade if the County Board of Supervisors sees a Countywide benefit to address future acquisition of a regional site. 

Development of Draft Purpose Statement

After discussion, the subgroup approved the following purpose statement for submittal to the technical committee. 

The Short/Long Term Solid Waste Disposal Subgroup shall identify needs and develop short and long term disposal proposals for submittal to the Technical Advisory Committee.

Development of Meeting Schedule and Location 
A regular monthly meeting of this subgroup will be held on each fourth Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Santa Barbara. This location will be appropriate at least for the period of time it takes the County to reach a conclusion with respect to the Tajiguas project. This location was selected in order to encourage participation of parties from the South Coast. The meeting location will be the Santa Barbara County Public Works Engineering Conference room at 123 East Anapamu in the City of Santa Barbara.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, July 24, 2002

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Santa Barbara County Public Works Engineering Conference room at 123 E. Anapamu in the City of Santa Barbara 
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