
Green Waste Subgroup
OCTOBER 22, 2002 MEETING SUMMARY
Present:

Bob Engel, Engel and Gray Compost Facility

Everett King, County of Santa Barbara

Edo McGowan, public member

John McInnes, County of Santa Barbara

Richard Placencia, County of Santa Barbara

Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc

The meeting was convened at 2:08 p.m.  Introductions were made.

The primary purpose of the meeting was to identify and discuss significant issues and areas of concern related to the management of green and wood waste.  A number of issues were discussed which are summarized below.

New regulations governing chipping and grinding operations are pending from the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB).  The new regulations may impose a volume limit on the amount of greenwaste that can be on a processor’s site at any one time, restrict the length of time material could remain on site, or which may require mulch to undergo a Process To Further Reduce Pathogens (PFRP) similar to that which is required for composting operations.  These requirements would have an adverse impact on the greenwaste grinding operations at the South Coast Transfer Station and the Tajiguas Landfill where space is very limited.  It was agreed that Mike Schmaeling, with the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) would be invited to brief the subgroup on the regulations at a future meeting.
With the pending expansion of the Tajiguas Landfill, the County faces the loss of the greenwaste processing site currently located in the back canyon.  This site handles approximately two-thirds of the South Coast’s franchise greenwaste.  Redirecting the material to the South Coast Transfer Station would be complicated by the above mentioned regulations, and could cause the Transfer Station to exceed its daily permitted tonnage limit.

MarBorg’s Construction and Demolition (C&D) processing site, located in Santa Barbara, currently generates approximately 36,000 tons of C&D organics annually.  This material is being sent to CalWood in Ventura County.  MarBorg is concerned that Cal Wood may not be able to continue accepting this material in the near future, leaving it without an outlet.  The County relies on this facility for a significant portion of its diversion rate.  Redirecting the material to the Transfer Station would have an impact similar to redirecting the franchise greenwaste from Tajiguas to the Transfer Station.  In addition, a large proportion of the material generated by MarBorg’s process would not be suitable for inclusion in the mulch the County is currently producing and distributing to a variety of end users.  The potential loss of other markets is also a concern.  The County currently sends about 24% of its ground green and wood waste to biomass plants in the central valley that generate electricity.  The loss of this outlet, as a result of lower electricity prices or other factors could present a problem.
There are a number of potential physical and chemical contaminants that pose a challenge to producing a clean mulch suitable for use in agricultural, and horticultural applications.  These include phytopathegens such as Pine Pitch Canker and Sudden Oak Disease, as well as pesticide and herbicide residuals, such as clopyralid.  The County is currently testing its mulch product for the presence of clopyralid on a quarterly basis, and to date has not detected any.  As an added precaution, the Transfer Station no longer accepts large loads of cut grass that could potentially contain clopyralid residues.  Engel and Gray currently performs bioassays on its compost product and has not found any problems stemming from pesticide or herbicide residues.  

Potential restrictions on the use of ground green and wood waste as and Alternative Daily Cover (ADC) at landfill operations was a concern expressed by the City of Lompoc, which uses its residential greenwaste as ADC at its landfill.  Lompoc currently provides its ground wood waste to residents free.  In the past several months, the County has substantially reduced the amount of green and wood waste used as ADC at the Tajiguas Landfill.
Finally, There is a variety of other materials being addressed by other subgroups that are potentialy linked to long term solutions for the management of organic materials, including dry-wall (C&D subgroup), biosolids (Biosolids subgroup) and food waste (Commercial Recycling subgroup).  Another organic material not currently handled by the County or any of the Cities is manure generated in the Santa Ynez Valley.  In the past much of this material was accepted by Valley Compost and Topsoil, located in Buellton.  However, Valley Compost stopped processing this material some time ago, and the question of what is happening to this material needs to be answered.  Many horse farms stockpile manure and disk it into their land periodically.  The County has discussed the possibility of establishing a manure collection route with Health Sanitation Services (HSS), the franchise hauler in the North County, but where to take it once collected has not been addressed.  One potential solution would be to compost manure, along with biosolids, drywall, food waste and green waste.

HSS has expressed an interest in diverting all the franchise greenwaste collected in the Santa Ynez and Lompoc Valley’s to the Foxen Canyon Landfill.  Foxen Canyon is scheduled to close as a landfill, and continue operating as a transfer station.  The facility has ample space, and may provide a location for the future processing of greenwaste.  
































NEXT MEETING

2:00 – 3:30 p.m., Tuesday November 5 2002, Cachuma Recreation Center
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