Draft Greenwaste Subgroup Guiding Principles

NOTE: The following draft Guiding Principles are modifications of the Multi-Jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group Guiding Principles, and are intended to serve as a point of departure to developing more specific Guidelines.  Please feel free to consolidate, re-arrange etc., and we will discuss at our next subgroup meeting.

Local Control: Local decision making bodies will retain their authority to set rates and control the flow of greenwaste and the greenwaste management system to meet their respective community goals.

Regional Services: The Greenwaste Subgroup will work to promote a multi-jurisdictional partnered approach that allows varying levels of community participation in the greenwaste management system, and encourages cooperation between the public and private sectors.  It will work to create opportunities to optimize services regionally, including consistency of services and rates, economies of scale, and effective use of sites and facilities.

Waste Diversion: The Greenwaste Subgroup will make recommendations for the management of greenwaste that will meet or exceed mandates by maximizing the recovery of resources from the waste stream and reducing dependency on landfilling.

Economic Efficiencies: The Greenwaste Subgroup will make recommendations that balance the achievement of respective community goals while recognizing the need for responsible fiscal management and fiscal constraints.

Reliability: The Greenwaste Subgroup is committed to recommending options that provide high quality, consistent and dependable long-term greenwaste management services.

Flexibility: The Greenwaste Subgroup will seek an integrated system which is flexible to accommodate both advances in technologies and various levels of jurisdictional participation in system components, and which seeks to diversify the end uses of the resource in order to reduce system vulnerability to sudden changes in markets.

Public Health and Safety: The Greenwaste Subgroup will make recommendations for the management of greenwaste that ensure public health and safety, through the implementation of Quality Assurance/Quality Control programs, monitoring protocols, and meeting or exceeding existing regulations and standards. 

Education: The Greenwaste Subgroup will promote greater community awareness and understanding of the importance of recycling organic materials, and to emphasize the environmental benefits of organic recycling. 

Environmental Sustainability: The Greenwaste Subgroup will seek to find the highest and most beneficial end use for this resource

