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June 9, 2003

To all interested parties:

Two years ago, the County of Santa Barbara conducted a siting study for a new regional solid waste landfill.  Numerous locations were considered and, based on property owner input, less than five sites emerged as having development potential.  Since new landfills are very costly to develop and may in fact require regional governmental partnerships, the County of Santa Barbara halted the landfill siting effort and formed the Multi-jurisdictional Solid Waste Task Group.  The Task Group includes all of the cities in the County and its purpose is to develop a long-term solid waste management plan that identifies necessary countywide facilities.

To develop a long-term plan, the Task Group has conducted extensive research and identified several options for managing solid waste, including emerging technologies that convert waste to energy, developing new landfill sites, and shipping waste to remote disposal locations.

Two public meetings will be held to discuss the Task Group’s work to date, the new technologies being considered and criteria to be used for selecting appropriate disposal systems.  The meetings will occur at the following times and locations:

June 23, 2003 at 6:00 p.m.

County of Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors Hearing Room

105 East Anapamu Street, 4th floor

Santa Barbara, CA

June 25, 2003 at 6:00 p.m.

City of Santa Maria Council Hearing Room

110 East Cook Street

City of Santa Maria, CA

If you have any questions regarding these meetings, please call John McInnes at 568-3552.  I hope you will be able to join us in this very important discussion of our solid waste management future.

Sincerely,

Phillip M. Demery

Director
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Scott D. McGolpin, Deputy Director
Mark A. Schleich, Deputy Director

Rochelle Camozzi, Business Manager
Michael B. Emmons, County Surveyor
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