
MINUTES: May 14th, 2007
Attendees:

Members

Iya Falcone, Co-Chair

Salud Carbajal, Co-Chair

Ed Andrisek

Mike Siminski

Roger Aceves

Will Schuyler

Steve Majoewsky

Kamil Azoury

Hilda Zacarias

Staff

Mark Schleich

Tony Nisich

Kimberly Nillson

Steve Mack

Larry Bean

Claudia Stine

Stephen MacIntosh

Rick Sweet

Jeff Clarin
Leslie Wells

Carlyle A. Johnston
Public

Chris Mkpado
Sharol Mkpado

Ron Muden

Paul Karp
1. Meeting was called to order at 9:14 am by the Co-Chairs
a. Introductions

b. Quorum was achieved

2. Public Comment: None

3. Minutes: Councilmember Mike Siminski requested that Claudia Stine be added to the list of staff for the minutes of the February 24th, 2007 meeting. That change was made and the minutes were approved.
4. Presentation given by Textile Waste Solutions (TWS) given by CEO Chris Mkpado: TWS was founded 12 years ago and at its height processed 4,000,000 pounds of textiles per year, but has since declined to 300,000 pounds per year. TWS began operations without any government assistance. Its primary source of textiles is from local thrift stores. TWS houses its operations in the City of Santa Maria. 

TWS recycles textiles in two different ways: 1. Re-use in the Third World and 2. Cutting material into industrial rags

This method of reuse and recycling is cost and energy effective. TWS spends only $700 per year in electricity costs to operate its building. No chemicals or water is necessary for TWS’s operations.
It typically costs $0.50 to clothe one person with recycled clothing via this method. Therefore at a cost of $100,000 you can clothe 200,000 people. 

Costs for cutting up clothing into rags are minimal. The primary customers for these rags are government agencies in Los Angeles and Orange County as well as local non-profit entities. 

Material that can not be recycled by TWS is sent to the landfill. 

According to Mr. Mkpado, textiles make up to 8% of the waste stream – this equates to almost 11 million pound buried every year across the County. 

Mr. Andrisek asked about grant funding for TWS. Paul Karp described some assistance that the City of Santa Maria gave for dumping at the transfer station. Mr. Mkpado spent $50,000 to $75,000 in coupons used at the transfer station to defer tipping fees. 

Unfortunately TWS is not eligible for the California Integrated Waste Management Board’s RMDZ grant funding due to the lack of processing needed to create a recycled product. More than 70% of TWS’s material is not processed (it is shipped out directly). 

Mr. Carbajal asked how the County could offer assistance. Mr. Mkpado clarified that TWS needs new facilities and/or equipment and does not need additional flow. 

Mr. Schleich suggested that the County could purchase rags from TWS instead of using its current supplier. 
5. Update from the City & County of Santa Barbara on recent Conversion Technology RFP: Mark Schleich from the County of Santa Barbara Public Works Department provided an update on the recent RFP requesting consulting services in evaluating conversion technology to be used at the Tajiguas Landfill. The RFP was completed as a joint effort between the City & County and was sent to a select list of vendors (20-30 consultants – many who specialize in this type of work). The deadline for a response is July 1st, 2007. 

Any affected jurisdictions interested in the process are invited to participate.

Mr. Majoewski asked: “Where are you in the process and what technologies are you interested in?” Mr. Schleich responded that this was the start of a selection process and the help requested in the RFP was to shortlist appropriate conversion technologies for the participating jurisdictions – there are no current favorites. 

Mr. Andrisek was interested to know if there was any deadline for jurisdictions to decide whether or not they wanted to participate and possibly influence the scope of the project.

Mr. Carbajal responded that this program was not in any way intended to infringe on the City of Santa Maria’s project. This program is intended for the jurisdictions served by the Tajiguas Landfill. 

Mr. Sweet suggested that the City of Santa Maria’s project could also house a conversion technology facility and that they are looking at all options. 

6. Update on Biosolids Initiative
Kamil Azoury, Director of the Goleta Sanitation District gave a brief update on legal battles and recent legislation affecting the disposal of Biolsolids in California; specifically the local legislation and lawsuits involving Kern County and Los Angeles County. 

The sludge or solid matter that is left over from waste water treatment plants is what is known as “Biosolids.” Because of processing, this material is free of pathogens and has greater flexibility in its disposal. 60% of all biosolids are used as a soil amendment also known as being “land applied.” 

Land application of biosolids has been used excessively in the central valley, especially in Kern County which receives a significant amount from Los Angeles County. Kern County passed a local initiative in 1999 banning land application of bisolids in an effort to stop its importation. This initiative was overturned in the courts as a violation of interstate commerce law. This has not settled the matter however and there has been additional review and discussion at the CIWMB and the State Legislature.

Senator Flores has authored a bill, known as SB55, which would not outright ban biosolids from land application, but would impose such arduous regulations that economically and bureaucratically it would hinder this practice. Modifications to this bill are being considered and it has not yet been passed in the legislature. 
7. Other Business:
Implementation of C&D recycling reforms are going slower than planned – individual jurisdictions are now developing reforms on their own (City of Santa Barbara and County of Santa Barbara). 
A request was made by the Board to have a legislative update at the next meeting and have jurisdictions that have not been participating in the MJSWTG sent letters reminding them of the importance of these meetings. 
7. 
Future Meeting Schedule: The next meeting will be held September 24th, 2007 (later postponed to October 22nd) at the Solvang Veteran’s Memorial Hall.
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