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Local Task Force

 Facilitating Cooperation and Communication Between Communities

SOLID WASTE LOCAL TASK FORCE MINUTES

November 17, 2005
Fred Kovol - Presiding
PRESENT




Derek Carlson, MarBorg Industries (NV ALT)

Steve Clark, City of Lompoc (VM ALT)

Russ Cutler, MarBorg Industries (Guest)



Karen Gumtow, City of Santa Barbara (VM ALT)



Everett King, County of Santa Barbara (Staff)

Fred Kovol, Community Representative (V MEM)



Lissa Landry, Valley Compost and Topsoil (Guest)



Eric Lohela, SEW Consulting (Guest)

Alan Nakashima, County of Santa Barbara (Staff)

Kim Nilsson, City of Goleta (VM ALT)

Keith Ramsey, HSS, Industry Representative (V MEM)
Leslie Robinson, County of Santa Barbara (Staff)

Claudia Stine, City of Lompoc (V MEM)

Leslie Wells, County of Santa Barbara (VM ALT)

Brad Whitty, City of Santa Maria (VM ALT)

NOT IN ATTENDANCE

Bill Albrecht, City of Buellton (V MEM)

Mario Borgatello, MarBorg Industries (NV MEM)

Billy Brown, City of Santa Maria (V MEM)



Bob Engel, Engel and Gray (NV MEM)

George Eowan, IRI (NV MEM)

Perry Ferguson, Community Member (V MEM)

Bob Ferris, Community Environmental Council (NV MEM)

Diane Gabriel, Montecito Sanitary District/SAMA (V MEM)

Carolyn Galloway Cooper, City of Guadalupe (V MEM)

Dale Lipp, City of Carpinteria (V MEM)

Stephen MacIntosh, City of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Patrick Maloy, City of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Michael Powers, Association of Governments (NV MEM)

Darrell Reno, BFI (NV MEM)

Mark Schleich, County of Santa Barbara (V MEM)

Brad Vidro, City of Solvang (V MEM)

Steve Wagner, City of Goleta (V MEM)


Mark Schleich was unable able to attend the meeting. Fred Koval convened the meeting at 10:03 a.m.  A quorum was present.  Introductions were made.  
Changes to the minutes of the September 22, 2005 Local Task Force (LTF) meeting were requested, but none were offered.  The minutes from the May 26, 2005 and July 28 2005 LTF meetings also needed approval, as a quorum was not present at the July 28, 2005 and September 22, 2005 LTF meetings.  Leslie Wells moved to approve the minutes from the May 26, July 28 and September 22, 2005 LTF meetings, as written.  The motion was seconded by Karen Gumtow, and unanimously approved.

Regulatory and Legislative Report
Due to a conflict in scheduled meetings, George Eowan was unable to attend the LTF meeting.  Leslie Wells summarized the Regulatory and Legislative Report that George prepared for the meeting.

Claudia Stine requested a representative from the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) come to a future LTF meeting to address the new Disposal Reporting System requirements.  Lompoc Landfill currently utilizes filtration material generated by its waste water treatment plant, and is unsure how this material should be reported.  Everett will contact the Office of Local Assistance to see if it would be possible to arrange for a speaker to present at either the January or March 2006 LTF meeting.
The CIWMB has proposed a number of Alternative Measurement Concepts, including maintaining 2006 disposal tonnage with not more growth factors.  Brad Whitty noted that population factors are inaccurate, and do not take tourisms impact to a community’s disposal into account.  The CIWMB will be discussing these Alternative Measurement Concepts at its November meeting.  The CIWMB will then prepare a report to the Legislature in the hope that some of the ideas will be incorporated in newly proposed legislation.
Fred Kovol offered to draft a letter on behalf of the LTF to address this.  Following some discussion on the merits of writing a letter as the LTF, versus having jurisdictions address individual letters, the group decided that it needed more information and Everett agreed to follow up with George.  Kim Nilsson indicated that the Los Angeles County LTF had sent comments addressing the Alternative Measurement Concepts.

The following Legislative bills were highlighted by George.

AB 299 (Montanez), which would have established requirements for recycling programs in multi-family dwellings in the state, with the intent of helping local governments meet the state’s diversion mandates was vetoed by the Governor.

AB 338 (Levine) was chaptered into Statutes of 2005.  This bill will require Caltans to gradually phase in the use of crumb rubber, which is used to make rubberized-asphalt concrete, on state highway construction and repair projects, to the extend feasible.  The crumb rubber used would be required to be manufactured in the United States, and derived from waste tires taken from U.S. owned and operated vehicles.  Although the use of crumb rubber in road construction has worked well in other areas of the country, there remain concerns over fire safety and expansion.

AB 1125 (Pavley) was chaptered into Statutes of 2005.  This bill enacts the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Act of 2006 and will require on and after July 1, 2006, that a retailer of rechargeable batteries sold in California have in place a system for the acceptance and collection of used rechargeable batteries for reuse, recycling, or proper disposal with specified elements, including the take-back at no cost to the customer of a used rechargeable battery of a type or brand sold by the retailer.  The bill also prohibits the sale of a rechargeable battery to a customer in this state after July 1, 2006, if the retailer has not complied with the act.
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SB 411 (Alarcon) is a two-year bill and is currently in the Senate Committee on Environmental Quality.  This bill would eliminate diversion credit for green material and woody waste used as Alternative Daily Cover (ADC).  The CIWMB would be required to develop a schedule for excluding green material and woody waste used as ADC from being included in meeting the 50% diversion requirements of the act.  This bill potentially affects the operations of the Lompoc and Tajiguas Landfills which utilize ADC as part of their operations.

Implementing the electronics disposal ban

Leslie Robinson provided an electronic waste regulatory update.  Recently the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) held public workshops to solicit stakeholders’ feedback regarding the management of certain universal wastes, including electronic waste.  Currently, households and Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQGs) are exempt from managing these wastes as hazardous; however, this exemption is set to expire in February 2006.  The four affected waste streams are: fluorescent lamps, mercury thermostats, household batteries, and electronics (other than video display devices which are already regulated).

DTSC asked participants whether they prefer to let the current exemption sunset – thus banning the landfill disposal of the above-named items – or to extend the exemption until an unspecified date.  Another option was to extend the exemption for one or more of the items (but not necessarily all of them).  DTSC representatives said outright that they prefer to stick to the current timeline and let the exemption sunset.

Opinions varied widely regarding future steps, but most stakeholders agreed that DTSC needs to provide greater guidance in defining what “electronic waste” entails, regardless of when the full regulations kick in.  It is currently up to the generator to test and determine whether a waste is hazardous; given the large number of electronic products on the market, this process would be extremely time-consuming for local jurisdictions.  DTSC staff has not yet reached a decision regarding the February deadline, but is expected to take up the issue at its November meeting.

Source anonymous logging requirements will allow jurisdictions to get reimbursed for a limited number of e-waste items that are anonymously dropped-off or illegally dumped.

Nominations and elections for 2006 LTF Vice-Chair and Industry Representative

At the September 2006 LTF meeting, the members were reminded that the Vice-Chair and Industry Representative positions were subject to election at the November 2005 meeting.  Subsequent to that, the current Vice Chair, Fred Kovol and the current Industry Representative, Keith Ramsey, both expressed interest in continuing to serve in those capacities.  As no new nominations for either position were put forth at the current meeting, Leslie Wells moved and Brad Whitty seconded a motion to re-elect Fred Kovol to the Vice-Chairmanship.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Brad Whitty then moved and Karen Gumtow seconded a motion to re-elect Keith Ramsey as Industry Representative, which also carried unanimously.

Proposed addition of Valley Compost and Top Soil as non-voting LTF member

At the September 22, 2005 LTF meeting, Lissa Landry of Valley Compost and Topsoil (VC&T) indicated that VC&T was interested in becoming a non-voting member of the LTF, pointing out that the County’s other composter, Engel and Gray has long been a non-voting member.  There was some discussion of the proposal, which everyone seemed to agree had merit.  It was unclear what exactly would be required to 
accommodate the request.  The LTF by-laws specify 14 voting and 8 non-voting members.  In order to avoid having to amend the By-laws, Everett suggested that perhaps the Santa Barbara County Association of

Government (SBCAG) which is currently a non-voting member but has not participated in any LTF 
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proceeding or action since at least 1997, could be asked to “resign” its position, thereby freeing a spot for VC&T.  Everett agreed to explore the matter further and report back to the LTF at a future meeting.
Jurisdictional Updates
Health Sanitation Service recently received a grant to upgrade and speed up the processing of recyclables at its Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), and to reduce residual.

In an attempt to gain an additionsl 6-7 percent diversion, the City of Buellton is preparing a new base year (2005), and will be meeting with CIWMB staff to discuss the process.  The City is also working with Engel and Gray to divert grape pomace generated within the City.  The Albertson’s in Buellton is diverting approximately 200-300 pounds per day of pre-consumer vegetable wastes.

The County submitted an application to renew the Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ).  Participants in the Zone include the cities of Santa Barbara, Lompoc, and Santa Maria, as well as the unincorporated County.  Goleta has not yet decided whether it will participate.  The Christmas tree recycling campaign is getting underway.  Claudia indicated that the fact that New Year’s holiday falls on a Monday this year is causing some scheduling difficulties, and therefore the week of January 9th will be considered the first “full week” following the New Year.  The city of Santa Maria has chosen to designate the week of January 2nd as the first “full week”, and will be collecting on Saturday January 7th in order to make up for the Holiday.  Finally, the first phase of the Tajiguas Landfill expansion is underway.
The City of Goleta is focusing on completing the RMDZ renewal application.

The City of Santa Barbara is looking for a new base year.  The City’s ABOP (Anti-freeze, Batteries, Oil and Paint) facility was recently moved to MarBorg’s collection facility, and is open 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., six days per week.  The city is also coordinating with other jurisdictions on the upcoming plastics recycling campaign.  The city’s new web site is now up and running, but so far has not gotten much traffic.
The city of Lompoc was recently awarded a grant to conduct a waste-tire amnesty collection event.  Recent growth in Lompoc has resulted in uneven collection routes.  To correct this, the city has contracted with MSW Consultants to perform a total analysis of routing, as well as a rate study, and commercial audit.  Lompoc also recently completed three Spanish language television spots on the importance of recycling that are currently being aired on Univision’s Channels 16 and 38.  Lompoc’s City council recently approved a resolution to participate in a renewed RMDZ.
MarBorg reported that the construction on its Construction and Demolition (C&D) recycling facility is basically completed.

The City of Santa Maria has recently hired two new drivers to accommodate growth.  The new Santa Maria Landfill scale house is near completion.  A $200,000 CIWMB grant will help pay for constructing a cover structure for the Household Hazardous Waste facility, also located at the Santa Maria Landfill.  A small building will also be constructed as part of the upgrade, which is expected to total near $700,000.  Once completed, the city will be able to expand the hours for HHW collection.  A lot of C&D material has been brought to the Landfill recently, probably reflecting the area’s recent growth.  An agricultural plastic program collects and bales drip-tape and tubing, and plastic sheet plastic used in strawberry production.  The bales are then used to provide extra protection to the newly installed landfill liner.
Valley Compost and Topsoil is interested in brokering wood chips for jurisdictions.
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The next meeting was set for Thursday, January 26 – location to be determined.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:40.  All members present thanked Kim and the City of Goleta for providing the meeting space and refreshments.
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V MEM 	= Voting Member


NV MEM	= Non-Voting Member


VM ALT	= Alternate for a Voting Member


NV ALT	= Alternate for a Non-voting Member


Staff		= County or City Staff


Guest		= Anyone Attending or Participating Who is none of the above
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