Meeting minutes memorandum

to:
Dave rickard, Santa barbara County Public works

subject:
meeting minutes – mitigation advisory committee MEETING #1 in santa barbara, ca 

date:
02/16/2004

Meeting time and Date:  February 12, 2004 10:00 Am 

Attendees:

	Name
	Title/Affiliation
	Phone
	Email

	Dave Rickard
	Santa Barbara County Department of Public Works
	805-739-8761
	drickar@co.santa-barbara.ca.us

	Richard Abrams
	Santa Barbara County Office of Emergency Services
	805-681-5567
	Richard.Abrams@sbfire.com

	Joe Guzzardi
	Santa Barbara County Office of Emergency Services
	805-681-5556
	joe.guzzardi@sbcfire.com

	Lynn Sturtevant
	Santa Barbara County Office of Emergency Services
	805-681-5526
	lynn.sturtevant@sbcfire.com

	Michael Parker
	Santa Barbara County Flood Control
	805-568-3449
	mparker@co.santa-barbara.ca.us

	Teñell Matlovsky
	GIS Coordinator/Santa Barbara County Surveyors Office
	805-696-1193
	tmatlov@co.santa-barbara.ca.us

	Yolanda McGunchey
	Carpinteria/Summerland Fire Department
	
	y.mcgunchey@csfd.net

	Mitch Jan, sgt.
	City of Santa Barbara Police Department/Office of Emergency Services
	805-897-3725
	mjan@sbpd.com

	Dacè Morgan
	Santa Barbara County Department of Transportation
	805-568-3047
	dmorgan@cosbpw.net

	Massoud Rezakhani
	Program Manager/URS Corporation
	602-861-7412
	massoud_rezakhani@urscorp.com


Attendees (continued):

	Name
	Title/Affiliation
	Phone
	Email

	Scott Choquette
	Project Manager/Dewberry & Davis
	617-695-3400
	schoquette@dewberry.com

	Jenny Marr
	Civil Engineer/URS Corporation
	916-679-2307
	jennifer_marr@urscorp.com

	David Denniston
	GIS/URS Corporation
	805-568-3439
	david_denniston@urscorp.com


Handouts Provided:

Meeting Agenda

Data Collection Checklist

Copies of kickoff meeting presentation

Meeting Notes:

Dave Rickard welcomed everyone to the meeting and briefly discussed the California Office of Emergency Services (CA OES) Workshop #1 that was help on February 11, 2004.  He described how the Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) was very in depth and the county, incorporated cities and special districts are all required to have an improved plan.  He addressed the possibility of increasing the size of the Mitigation Advisory Committee (MAC).

All committee members were introduced.  Following introductions Mr. Rickard turned the floor over to the consultant team.  Scott Choquette and Jenny Marr passed out the handouts described above.

Scott Choquette provided some background information on the project and how the consultant team was asked to develop the plan.  The consultant team is working with Mike Parker to develop the Santa Barbara County Floodplain Management Plan and Scott identified the efficiencies of developing both plans.  Scott discussed how important it is that the communities provide all the current information they have available.  As the HMP, is only as good as the information provided.  One of the provided handouts was checklist of any existing plans (i.e., community General Plans) and other information that would be helpful in developing the HMP.

Scott Choquette described the history and key features of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2K).  Under DMA 2K, all communities/local jurisdictions must have a hazard mitigation plan submitted to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) by November 1, 2004.  All plans need to be formally adopted by each community/local jurisdiction governing body.  Mr. Rickard mentioned to the committee that the communities could still receive some post-disaster recovery funds, but would not be eligible candidates for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funds without an adopted plan.   Mr. Rickard asked if there was a limit to the amount of money requested under the HMGP.  His concern is Highway 1 is the main “in and out” to Santa Barbara and has closed during several flooding events.  Highway 1 requires large-scale mitigation projects.  Scott answered that large-scale infrastructure projects are out of the scope of the HMP.

Scott continued with the presentation and described the planning process for developing the HMP.  He also stressed the importance of involving the public and allowing the public into the planning process, as the public has the can identify local problems areas that should be addressed as part of the HMP.  Scott discussed how the MAC would develop risk and capabilities assessments, mitigation strategies, and an action plan.

MAC discussed the County options for developing a multi-jurisdictional plan.  The County HMP will be comprehensive and not skip over jurisdictional boundaries.  Yolanda McGunchey discussed how during the CA OES Workshop #1 the State stressed that the County plan should be adopted by the cities and special districts should adopt the city plans; the cities and special districts should provide specific annexes to the County plan identifying local risks and mitigation strategies specific to the local jurisdiction.  Scott Choquette will provide a letter that better outlines the roles of the incorporated cities and special districts.  Richard Abrams stated that the consultant team should provide a deadline for the incorporated cities to decide if they will be included in the County’s plan or if they will develop their own HMP.  Richard Abrams is the liaison for communication with the eight incorporated cities and Dave Rickard is the point of contact for the County.  MAC discussed adding more people to the committee, such as, an elected official, a representative of the County auditors office, and a representative of the planning/development group.

MAC discussed data gathering and hazard profiling. Scott Choquette stated that the CA OES had done a lot of hazard profiling for the entire State.  Richard Abrams noted the County HMP will only address natural hazards, but as Dave Rickard mentioned landslides are excluded.  FEMA has differentiated between landslides and mudflows.

Greater public involvement was the next topic of conversation.  The first public meeting will most likely occur near the end of March.  A public survey was distributed to members of the public and state and local agencies regarding hazards and hazard mitigation in Santa Barbara County in December 2003.  Santa Barbara County will develop a website for public access, so members of the public can follow the development of the HMP and provide input.  Options for further public involvement will be discussed at a later meeting.

Scott Choquette and Dave Rickard closed the MAC meeting.  The next meeting date will be determined later.  The topic of the next meeting will be formulating goals of the HMP.

Action Items:

· Consultant team will provide a letter to clarify the roles of incorporated cities and special districts.

· Consultant team to work with County OES to determine the last day incorporated cities may choose to be included in the County plan.

· Consultant team will provide project management plan (dates and milestones) to the committee members.

· Plan next MAC meeting #2 (approximately 6 weeks after #1).

· Santa Barbara County Department of Public Works will develop Hazard Mitigation Plan website.

· Consultant team will develop project website for committee members to share information.
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