
PROCESS FOR PROTECTING HARD
SUBSTRATE COMMUNITITES

LEASE ISSUED

HIGH RESOLUTION
GEO-PHYSICAL
SURVEY DATA

SUBMITTED TO MMS

INITIAL
INFORMATION FROM

OTHER
USERS/FISHERMEN/

ANGENCIES TO MMS

SIDE SCAN SURVEY
SUBMITTED TO MMS

POTENTIAL HARD
SUBSTRATE

DETECTED (within
anchor radius or 1000m,

whichever is greater)

PRELIMINARY “YES” –
“NO”

DETERMINATION (BY
MMS)

FURTHER INTERNAL
REVIEW

HARD SUBSTRATE
DETECTED

NO HARD SUBSTRATE
DETECTED

OPTION A – PREPARE AN
AVOIDANCE PLAN

Avoid hard substrate in the Avoidance
Plan. Options could include:
- Move drilling unit
- Anchor relocation plan
- No drilling discharges

OPTION B – PREPARE DATA
COLLECTION / MITIGATION PLAN

1. Collect biological data
2. Agency review of

reconnaissance/avoidance/ mitigation
plan; if fisheries conflict, consult with
fishermen.

3. Agencies recommend if additional
quantitative work, pre- and post-
monitoring, and/or mitigation are
necessary.

4. Regional Director receives Agency
recommendations, issues decisions
re: additional quantitative work,
monitoring, and mitigation.

PLAN OF
EXPLORATION

SUBMITTED (including
monitoring if appropriate)

CONTINUE REVIEW
OF PLAN OF

EXPLORATION


