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Campaign Questions and Answers

What is United Way?
Your local United Way organizations (U.W. of Santa Barbara County and U.W. Northern Santa Barbara County) are autonomous, community organizations that support a network of vital, inter-related health and human services.  United Way collects contributions so that it can create partnerships and leverage that money for community-building programs with tangible results.  United Way partners with over 80 local programs through grants and unique collaborations with other local and national organizations.   United Way is driven by volunteers, who review local programs to determine where the greatest community needs are being met.

How does United Way use my contribution?
· Your pledge is combined with the resources of other government agencies, businesses, local non-profits, and individuals to bring about real change in two ways: grants to programs with a strong track record of success in local lives, and partnerships to address needs that are going unmet.  United Way is in the business of finding and developing permanent solutions to our community’s deep needs.  Your contribution provides:

· A summer-long enrichment program for underprivileged children (Fun in the Sun)

· Prevention and treatment of domestic violence

· “Pre-K Institute” for children who cannot afford pre-school

· Drug and alcohol abuse prevention and treatment

· Emergency food, shelter, and clothing to help families regain their self-sufficiency

· Character Counts!, a program in place at elementary schools

· Senior caregiver assistance and transportation 

· A range of other services for children, families, and seniors

Why should I support services I may not use?
· You may be surprised to learn that someone you know has benefited from a United Way funded program.  One in three people in our community are touched each year by United Way funded programs.

Who should I call if I, or someone I know, need help?
· Call the new 2-1-1 helpline for free and confidential help with any problem, 24 hours a day.

What does Earth Share of California do that its member organizations cannot achieve on their own?

As an umbrella group for 87 environmental organizations, Earth Share of California serves its affiliates by managing workplace giving campaigns.  This enables our member organizations to spend more of their time working to improve our communities and less time fundraising.  Earth Share also provides important outreach and education to audiences not traditionally reached by environmental groups.

How is my gift to Earth Share divided?

Each year, Earth Share reviews the activities, accomplishments, management and accounting reports of our member groups.  Each must meet all requirements for income/expense statements, program accomplishments and mission definitions in order to continue to participate.

Does Earth Share of California do anything other than workplace fundraising?

Yes.  Earth Share of California also maintains an (800) number to respond to inquiries about Earth Share member groups’ activities, serves as a volunteer clearinghouse for employees who want to volunteer their time in the environmental community, and works with member groups to find ways to increase multi-cultural representation on boards, staffs and programs.

What is the purpose of Community Health Charities of California?

To provide a convenient vehicle for Santa Barbara County employees to financially support the over 40 health-oriented member charities that provide client programs, fund research and educate people in our communities. CHCC raises funds for diseases that impact everyone from infants to seniors.  We encourage donors to specifically choose or “designate” their gifts to our participating member charities such as Alzheimer’s Association, AMC Cancer Research Center, Juvenile Diabetes Association, American Lung Association, Easter Seals and many more. 

Where do my Community Health Charities contributions go? 

You decide. CHCC donors decide what individual charity and disease to support. All donor designations go to the nearest local branch of our participating member charities. Your donations stay in your communities. 

Do I have the choice to give where I want?

Yes. You can contribute to your local United Way, Earth Share of California, Community Health Charities of California or any one of over 575,000 registered charities in the United States.  After deciding the method and amount of your gift, mark the appropriate box on your form to designate to a specific charity.  

Is my contribution tax-deductible?
Yes.  Contributions to not-for-profit agencies are tax deductible for individuals who itemize.

How do I know how much I gave last year?

If you gave through payroll deduction, the amount is on your pay stub.  For tax purposes, the December 31st payroll stub will show your total annual contribution.
What if there are new employees with no pre-printed pledge cards?

Blank pledge cards are available and make sure there are some at each                 presentation.  If you need more, please call Joel Dinan or Steve Ortiz at United Way of Santa Barbara County, 965-8591 or email jdinan@unitedwaysb.org.

Are there requirements for payroll deductions?

Extra help employees and contractors on payroll who are less than 50% time cannot   use payroll deduction.  They can choose to contribute with a credit or debit card and have any amount deducted at one-time, monthly or quarterly.  Of course, you can pay a one-time amount with cash or check as well.

What are the required fields on the pledge card?

Please make sure the card includes your name, amount of contribution, department and signature.

Who do I call if I need additional materials, have questions, and/or want to arrange a group meeting with speakers?

  Call your United Way Representative.


Joel Dinan
965-8591 x112
jdinan@unitedwaysb.org


Julie Lank
965-8591 x114
jlank@unitedwaysb.org
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